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Hindawi inspects education m Karak 

K.YRAK (Petraj — Oejiotv Prime Minister and Minister of Education 
Thouqaa Hindawi paid ah inspection vfsil to ureus in the Karak region 
where be met with teachers and local directors of education to discuss 
i-dltnilioiMTbld taues- He also inaugurated a number of projects in the 
n^ion. At a meeting held at the Qasr district, Hindawi outlined the 
ministry's' school building' programmes In implementation of the 1987 
national educational conference. He also tackled questions related to 
teachers housing, administrative procedures in the appointment and 
transfer of teachers. At the outset of (he meeting the minister heard a 
briefing on the educational situation in the Karak Governorate from the 
director of the Educational Department here-The minister opened a new 
huHding for the Af Qasr Secondary School for Girls and inaugurated an 
annuat exhibition organised by schools from the district. The minister was 
accompanied on the lour by the Karak governor, local officials and senior 
Ministry of Education aides. 
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Egyptians, Israelis discuss peace 

GIZA, Egypt (API — Egyptians and Israelis, discussing their countries' 
relations alter a decade of peace, agreed Monday that solving the 
Palestinian problem is the only way to foster true friendship between the 
former enemies. An Israeli cabinet minister and two Egyptians all major 
players In development of the peace treaty signed in 1979, urged the Jewish 
state to recognise the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) as a first 
step toward overall peace. "Let us make a difference between the two 
aspects of the programme. The first was peace between Egypt and Israel. 
The second was the solution of the Palestinian problem,” said Butros 
Ghall, Egypt's minister of state Tor foreign affairs. "We have been 
successful in achieving the first- We have completely failed in achieving the 
second one." Israeli Minister Without Portfolio Ezer Wrizman, speaking 
after taking part in a seminar said: "If I were Abu Am mar I Arafat I, I 
would declare a ceasefire and I would tell the Israelis I am declaring a 
ceasefire Tor a limited period of time to test h." Wernnan said. The seminar 
was organised by the British Broadcasting Corporation. Former Egyptian 
Prime Minister Mustapha Khalil also took part. 
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Jordan marks Karameh anniversary ] Israeli air raid kills 

tN IJ.T.j — Jordan the Unknown Soldier in tribute p : " ET WE V JkM 
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AMMAN IJ.T.I — Jordan 
Tuesday will observe the 
anniversary of Karameh Battle 
which took place in 1968 near 
the Karameh village in the Jor¬ 
dan Valley. 

On the eve of the 
anniversary, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said in a state¬ 
ment that a major Israeli attack 
force crossed the River Jordan 
into the East Bank in a new 
aggression on the Arab Nation 
but the assault was trans¬ 
formed into a defeat for the 
enemy and victory for the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and 
people. 

The Karameh battle of 1968, 
it said, helped the Arabs* to 
overcome their setback in the 
1967 war and breathed new 
spirit of steadfastness and a 
new hope for victory into the 
nation. 

It said that the battle was 
described by His Majesty King 
Hussein as a turning point In 
the confrontation with the 
Israeli enemy and one in which 
the Armed Forces offered 
heavy sacrifices in defence of 
the Arab Nation. 

The battle, Petra added, en¬ 
ded an era of despair that 
prevailed in the Arab World 
following the 1967 setback and 
proved that the Arabs were 
capable of confronting threats 
and dangers and dealing with 
invaders. 

The Karameh battle site is 
normally visited by military 
and civilian, officials who lay 
wreaths on the Monument of 


the Unknown Soldier in tribute 
to the martyrs who tell in de¬ 
fence of the Arab soil. 

h 

Abu Taleb explains 

On the eve of the Karameh 
Battle anniversary. Army Chief 
of Staff General Fathi Abu 
Taleb said that the battle was 
imposed on Jordan only nine 
months after the 1967 setback, 
and at a time when the Jorda¬ 
nian Armed Forces were mak¬ 
ing arrangements for reorga¬ 
nisation. 

Abu Taleb said that despite 
the incomplete reorganisation 
process the Jordanian Armed 
Forces were able to repel the 
aggression wbkh lasted a whole 
day. 

The Israelis brought against 
Jordan an armoured division 
with air force support and artil¬ 
lery and launched a three¬ 
pronged attack on the Jorda¬ 
nian front. 

"It was when the attacking 
force crossed the Jordan River 
that (he Jordanian troops en¬ 
gaged them in a heroic struggle 
in defence of the motherland,’' 
Abu Taleb added.' 

He said the battle ended with 
great losses for Israel and an 
ignominious defeat for its 
forces which were compelled to 
withdraw under cover of dark¬ 
ness. 

In bis statement published by 
the Al Aqsa magazine, Abu 
Taleb said that the Israelis 
launched their aggression on 
Jordan because of its extremely 



The Monument of the Unknown Soldier at the village of Karameh 
in the Jordan Valley 


important strategic position. 

“They had hoped to occupy 
the heights located on the east¬ 
ern side in order to exert press¬ 
ure on Jordan and the other 
countries of the eastern front," 


Abu Taleb said. 

But be-added the outcome of 
the battle came as a devastating 
blow to the Israeli military 
machine and ended the legend 
of Israeli invincibility. 


Mubarak: Israel dragging 
Its feet over Mideast peace 


i 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak said Mon¬ 
day that Israel was dragging its 
feet over peace and contributing 
10 the cycle of violence in the 
Middle East. 

"It is obvious that its (Israel’s) 
steps are still stumbling... Its re¬ 
sort to violence can only breed 
more violence,” Mubarak told 
parliament. 

.. He was referring to Israel's 
attempts ro curb a 15-month up¬ 
rising in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. More than 400 
Palestinians have died in the re¬ 
volt. 

The Egyptian leader’s televised 
address follows Egypt’s celebra¬ 
tion Sunday of the return of 
Taba, the lastsliver of land occu¬ 
pied by Israel since the 1967 
Middle East war. 

“We feel it is in Israel’s interest 
to prepare itself for an interna¬ 
tional conference.” Mubarak said 
in his 80-minute speech, broad¬ 
cast live on Egyptian television; 

Mubarak's remarks added to 


growing international pressure on 
Israel to agree to an international 
peace conference and talk to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion.. 

The 58-year-old Egyptian be¬ 
came president in 1981 after the 
assassination of the late President 
Anwar Sadat and he has helped 
steer Egypt to the forefront of the 
Middle East peace process. 

Egypt, the only Arab state to 
have signed a peace treaty with 
Israel, enjoys close ties with 
Washington. 

Mubarak plans to visit the Un¬ 
ited States soon, and is expected 
to press his views directly to U.S. 
President George Bush. 

Despite the treaty signed 10 
years ago. all but three Arab 
states have restored relations 
with Cairo, and Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair¬ 
man Yasser Arafat is a frequent 
visitor to the Egyptian capital. 

Mubarak urged Israel not to 
take fright at the prospect of an 
international preace conference. 


“Choosing peace in the choice of 
reason.” 

He said the Arabs had already 
agreed on the need for a confer¬ 
ence, adding that the PLO had 
made its contribution by renounc¬ 
ing terrorism and recognising 
Israel’s right to exist. 

Mubarak said the creation of 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) has brought new hope to 
the Arabs as it is a'constructive 
step towards coordinating pan- 
Arab efforts and serving national 
interests. 

Mubarak said the four ACC 
countries — Egypt, Iraq. Jordan, 
and North Yemen — have agreed 
to coordinate their efforts in agri¬ 
cultural and economic fields, so 
that they can together hold grea¬ 
ter potential in confronting com¬ 
petition by other world economic 
groupings. 

He said that the ACC is open 
for other Arab countries to join 
in and to participate in the com¬ 
mon efforts to bolster the Arab 
nation's economy. 



OIGC salutes Palestinians under occupation 


AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day 
conference by the Organisation 
of Islamic Capitals and Cities 
(OICC) Monday sainted the 
heroic struggle of the Palestinian 
people under Israeli rule and 
voiced the Islamic World’s abso¬ 
lute support foT Palestinian 
efforts to regain their rights and 
homeland. 

A statement issued at the con¬ 
clusion of the sessions also conde¬ 
mned Israel’s inhuman practices 
against the Palestinian people, its 
demolition of Arab homes, de¬ 
tention of youths and displace¬ 
ment of Palestinian families. 

It also denounced as barbaric 
Israel’s continued actions de¬ 
signed to obliterate Arab and 
Islamic characters from Palesti¬ 
nian cities and its desecration of 
holy lands. 

The statement was issued at the 
final session which was chaired by 
Greater Amman Mayor Abdul 
Ra’ouf Al Rawabdeh and which 
issued the conference’s resolu¬ 
tions and recommendations. 

According to thestatement the 
conference .endorsed the orga¬ 
nisation’s final accounts and the 
budgets for the previous two 
years’ and adopted budgets for the 
coming two years. 

Ir also amended a number of 
laws- contained-in the organisa¬ 
tion's charter,'opening the way 
for eight rather than four cities 
from each Islamic country to join 
the. organisation.. . 

The conference paid tribute to 
Jordan; Egypt-and Kuwait for 
honouring their commitments to 
help the organisation set up its 



Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf Al Rawab- 
deh Monday receives the OICC shield from the 
organisation's Secretary -General Abdul Qader 


Koshak at tbe end of the OICC conference (Petra 
photo) 


headquarters, according to the 
statement,'. . 

The. delegates, the statement 
said, re-elected Abdul Qader 
■ Koshak as the OICC secretary- 
general, for a third term qf four 
years and announced that the 
next conference will be held in 


Rabat, in March 1991. 

Towards the end of tbe meet¬ 
ing, Rawabdeh distributed token 
gifts and the OICC shields to a 
number of Islamie cities including 
Amman. 

Following the meetings the 
participants toured a number of 


places of interest in the capital 
including Amra Garden. Abdoun 
district, Saqf Al Sail. Al 
Hashimeh Plaza and the Al Nasr 
Garden. 

They also visited the 
archaeological city of Jerosh in 
northern Jordan. 


R1YAK, Lebanon (R) — Israel! jets bombed 
two Palestinian bases in Syrian-controlled 
east Lebanon Monday, killing at least 15 
fighters and civilians, Palestinian sources 
and witnesses said. 


"We have been able to pull out 
at least 15 bodies. People are still 
trapped under the nibble.” said 
Abu Ibrahim, an official of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC). 

“I believe that those who de¬ 
served to get it. got it,” Israeli 
Defence Mini&rer Yitzhak Rabin 
told reporters in occupied Jeru¬ 
salem after the raid, the fourth by 
Israel on Palestinian targets in 
Lebanon this year. 

The raid followed a series of 
Palestinian attacks on the Jewish 
state last week. An Israeli soldier 
was killed in the latest attack. 

The air raids in the Dalhamieh 


area, near the town of Riyak a 
few kilometres from the Syrian 
border and 55 kilometres east of 
Beirut, hit the house of a 
Lebanese family who were buried 
under the rubble, witnesses said. 

The jets also hit two PFLP-GC 
buildings — a military vehicle 
repair workshop and a single¬ 
storey administration block — as 
well as a building of the Demo¬ 
cratic From for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). 

Commandos searched for survi¬ 
vors under the rubble of the 
buildings. Palestinian sources 
said the 15 dead included civilians. 

On Feb. 28. Israeli jets raided a 
DFLP position in mountains 


south east of Beirut, killing two 
fighters and wounding 23 children 
at a nearby school. 

Palestinian fighters have over 
the past two months launched at 
least five attempts to infiltrate 
Israel from South Lebanon. 

Tlie commandos, from radical 
groups opposed to a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation ,<PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat, have all 
been stopped in the Jewish state's 
self-declared "security zone" in¬ 
side southern Lebanon. 

The attacks have fuelled Israeli 
demands that the United States 
break off its dialogue with the 
PLO, which began last December 
when PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat renounced terrorism and 
recognised Israel's right to exist. 

President Bush's administra¬ 
tion has expressed concern at the 
raids but made no move to halt its 
contacts with the PLO. which 
says attacks on Israeli military 
targets are not affected by its 
renunciation of terrorism. 


Arafat: Israeli attacks could 
lead to full-scale offensive 


Hosni Mubarak 

In Israel, a foreign ministry 
official said now that the Taba 
dispute was over, it was up to the 
Egyptians to work toward im¬ 
proved relations with Israel. 

"Israel has always been pur¬ 
suing normalisation of relations 
with Egypt.” he said. “The future 
of the relations depends more on 
the Egyptians than on us. 

"Now that this burden on our 
relations has been removed, we 
renew our old hope for more 
fruitful cooperation in other re¬ 
latively unexploited fields.” 


BAGHDAD (AP) — PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat Monday 
blamed Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir for escalating 
violence in the occupied territor¬ 
ies and warned that Israeli attacks 
in South Lebanon could develop 
into a full-scale offensive. 

Arafat told a news conference 
the Israeli government has de¬ 
cided on harsher measures to halt 
the 15-month-old Palestinian up¬ 
rising in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

He said Shamir has initiated a 
two-pronged plan toquellthe up¬ 
rising by "escalating oppressive 
measures and intensifying the 
iron fist polices against our peo¬ 
ple. while... offering some new 
ideas on a settlement to the con¬ 
flict... aimed at distracting world 
opinion from the uprising." 

Seven Palestinians were killed 
in weekend dashes with Israeli 
soldiers bringing the overall 
death toll to 403 Arabs. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) leader said that 
the Israelis may also launch pre¬ 
emptive attacks against Palesti¬ 
nian positions in South Lebanon. 

"They (the Israelis) are in deep 
crisis and they think that an 
aggression in South Lebanon will 
help them to get out of their 
bottleneck,” he said, speaking in 
Arabic. 

Arafat said that Israeli attacks 
could develop into a large scale 
offensive by early summer in 


South Lebanon where "they can 
start any aggression against the 
Arab countries without waiting 
for any green light from their 
Western allies.” 

Since 1985. Israel has main¬ 
tained a self-proclaimed "security 
zone” in South Lebanon in order 
to prevent Palestinian fighters 
from staging cross-border attacks 
against northern Israel. 

Arafat also denied reports that 
the United States has asked the 
PLO to halt military operations 
against Israel as a condition for 
continuing a dialogue opened last 
December. 

"Nobody has the right to ask us 
to give promises or make pledges 
on how to defend our rights." he 
said. 

Arafat said the PLO has the 
right for "all kinds of struggle" 
against Israel, but indicated that 
recent attacks were staged by 
rival Palestinian factions to 
embarrass him and upset the Un¬ 
ited States-PLO dialogue. 

He said that PLO officials 
holding talks next Wednesday in 
Tunis with U.S. Ambassador to 
Tunisia Robert Pelletreau would 
ask for active American involve¬ 
ment in efforts to convene an 
international Middle East peace 
conference. 

“Our priority in the next round 
(of dialogue) will be escalating 
moves to convene the interna¬ 
tional conference," he said. 


Arafat also reiterated backing 
for a proposal made by Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze during a Middle East 
swing last month that an Arab- 
committee should be formed to 
help prepare such a conference. 

Arafat said that Western Euro¬ 
pean countries have told the PLO 
they will present their own initia¬ 
tive for a Middle East settlement 
after U.S. President George Bush 
formulates his policy for the re¬ 
gion. 

"We are waiting for their initia¬ 
tive in order to discuss it,” he 
said. 

He said that chances for Mid¬ 
dle East peace had improved, 
while "the Palestinian state has 
now moved from the world poli¬ 
tical map into its geographical 
map... and it's only a matter of 
time before it materialises.” 

Arafat said that discussions 
would be held soon in Baghdad, 
the military headquarters of the 
PLO. on setting up a provisional 
government for the symbolic 
Palestinian state. 

He said the only reason for 
postponing the decision had been 
fears that Palestinians from the 
occupied territories who are 
named to the interim government 
would be expelled by the Israelis. 

"We need guarantees that 
Israel will not expel them when 
we appoint them as members in 
the government," he said. 


aide urges talks with PLO 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Rj 
— Deputy Finance Minister Yos- 
si Beilin, speaking after security 
forces killed seven Palestinians in 
bitter fighting, called Monday for 
talks with the banned PLO even 
if Israel’s coalition government 
fell as a result. 

"The time has come to get up 
and say the partner is the PLO if 
it will cease violende," Yossi 
Beilin, a top aide of Labour Party 
chief Shimon Peres, said on Isreli 
Radio. 

"We must tell ourselves and 
the world that today there is no 
one else. We must set up condi¬ 
tions. tbe PLO must meet those 
conditions and then we will meet 
them,” he said. 

He said Labour should pursue 
contacts with the Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation without 
the right-wing Likud Party, its 
coalition partner, even if the con¬ 
tacts brought down the govern¬ 
ment. 

Criticising the right-wing Likud 
Party of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, Labour’s coalition part¬ 
ner, for its rejection of PLO 
peace initiatives, Beilin said: 

“If is time to say, ‘friends, the 
emperor has no clothes’... Those 
who talk of a political process 
together (with Likud) in essence 
is talking about political para¬ 
lysis.” 

'He denied he was speaking on 
behalf of Peres, who is finance 
minister and deputy prime 
minister. 

Yossi Ben-Aharon, director- 
general of Shamir's office, called 
Beilin's remarks unfortunate. 

Labour’s Minister Without 
Portfolio Ezer Weizman Sunday 
also called for negotiations with 
the PLO. 


The government bans contact 
witb the PLO, which it regards as 
a terrorist group. PLO Chief Yas¬ 
ser Arafat in December recog¬ 
nised Israel’s right to exist and 
said he renounced terrorism. 

In an interview in the Jeru¬ 
salem Post, Shamir said the pur¬ 
pose of the conference, called by 
him, was to show support for the 
government, and urged those 
attending to "restrain their ex¬ 
pressions of opposition.” 

Intelligence: Shamir has to 
talk to PLO 

A secret report from the intelli¬ 
gence services to the Israeli 
cabinet says Israel has no 
alternative to negotiating with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion < Israel Radio said 

Monday. 

The conclusions of the annua] 
national intelligence estimate 
were leaked to several Israeli 
newspapers as Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir tried to rally 
world Jewish leaders in occupied 
Jerusalem behind his refusal to 
negotiate with the PLO. 

Right-wing Parliamentarian 
Michael Eitan accused aides to 
dovish Vice-Premier Shimon 
Peres of leaking the.report, which 
he said .was compiled by the head 
of military intelligence, Major- 
General Amnon Shahak. 

The study says a Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip will con¬ 
tinue indefinitely if Israel does 
not take a substantive step to¬ 
wards negotiations with the PLO, 
according to the newspapers. 

It also says there is no serious 
leadership in the occupied terri¬ 
tories independent of the PLO. 



Yossi Beilin 

Political sources said the re¬ 
port. representing a consensus of 
the Mossad overseas espionage 
agency, the Shin Bet internal 
security, service and military in¬ 
telligence. was submitted to the 
12-man inner cabiner last 
Wednesday. 

The newspapers also quoted 
the study as saying the PLO had 
truly begun to change towards 
political realism, contradicting 
Shamir’s assertion that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's recog¬ 
nition of Israel and renunciation 
of tenorism were not genuine. 

The report also warns that if 
peace efforts break down, the 
four states which recently formed 
an Arab Cooperation Council — 
Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and North 
Yemen — could form a threaten¬ 
ing "eastern front" against Israel. 

Shamir told a conference called 
to demonstrate world Jewish soli¬ 
darity with Israel: “We are 
opposed to negotiations with the 
PLO because it will inevitably 
lead to a demand for a (Palesti¬ 
nian) state west of the Jordan 
River." 


Al Hussein 
congratulates 
Mubarak on 
Taba return 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majes¬ 
ty King Hussein Monday tele¬ 
phoned Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, to congratu¬ 
late him on the return of Taba 
in Sinai to Egypt and for rais¬ 
ing the Egyptian flag on the 
Arab territory. 


Lebanon 
shelling 
spreads to 
40 towns 

BEIRUT (R) — Sectarian artil¬ 
lery battles spread Monday from 
Beirut to about 40 outlying 
towns. 

Security and hospital sources 
said at least three people were 
killed and 30 wounded by shelling 
which rocked mountain towns 
and coastal neighbourhoods 
spreading panic among civilians. 

The shelling in and around 
Beirut between Druze fighters 
and mainly Falangist troops Oi 
Major General Michel Aoun was 
the most intense since last Tues¬ 
day. when 43 people were killed 
ancl 150 wounded, most of them 
civilians. 

Security sources and Red Cross 
workers said the ferocity of the 
shelling made an accurate casual¬ 
ty figure impassible to obtain. 

" But they said two people were 
known to have been killed in 
Beirut and one in the mountains, 
and predicted the casualty toll 
would rise. 

As the barrage spread, it hit 
areas which had been spared civil 
war violence for more than five 
years. 

Security sources said one man 
was killed and five people were 
wounded when shells hit 
Karameh Street in Beirut's Shi'ite 
southern suburbs. 

The army-run radio said Syrian 
gunners pounded the residential 
areas of Baabda. where the pres¬ 
idential palace is located, and 
pine forests around Bkirki. the 
seat of the Maronite Church. 

It said an army barracks in 
Sarba was hit as well as a police 
station in Warwar. 

Monday's shelling again struck 
residential areas in east and west 
Beirut's suburbs, the airport road 
controlled by Syrian troops in the 
western sector and the official 
port. 

Shells hit the Khaldeh junc¬ 
tion. south of Beirut, which is a 
main supply route for Syrian 
troops deployed in wesr Beirut 
and swept mountain and coastal 
areas over 150 square kilometres. 

The airport has been closed 
since a struggle over the country's 
sea and air outlets erupted last 
week between Aoun. who com¬ 
mands 15,000 mainly Falangist 
troops, and opposition militias. 

An army statement said gun¬ 
ners fired in retaliation at Syrian 
forces in the mountains who they 
said shelled Falangist-held areas. 

The thud of artillery shells 
could be heard across Beirut as 
Kuwait's ambassador in Damas¬ 
cus, Ahmad Abdul Aziz Ai Jas- 
sim. held talks with Sunni Acting 
Prime Minister Seiim Hoss who 
heads a civilian government vying 
for power against Aoun’s military 
cabinet. 

Jassim arrived from Damascus 
for talks with rival leaders about 
Arab League efforts to solve 
Lebanon's constitutional crisis 
following last September’s failed 
presidential elections. 

The Kuwaiti envoy told repor¬ 
ters after a 90-minute meeting 
with Hoss that he was carrying 
invitations to seven former presi¬ 
dents and prime ministers to meet 
a special Arab League peace 
committee in Tunis later this 
month. 

Jassim. who later expected to 
see Aoun. said he would also 
mediate to ease tension in Leba¬ 
non and discuss the fighting 
sparked by Aoun’s blockade of 
illegal ports, the main source of 
income for the militias. 

Druze security sources said the 
artillery barrages dosed the main 
highway linking Beirut to Damas¬ 
cus. 

Radio stations on both sides of 
the capital’s “green line” urged 
people to stay indoors and broad¬ 
cast martial songs. 
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Baker close to deciding 


on special ambassador 
to Afghan Mujahedeen 



WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State 
James A. Baker in appears dose to making a 
decision on sending a special ambassador to the 
U.S.-backed rebels fighting the Soviet-supported 
regime in Afghanistan, administration officials say. 


The move is aimed at broaden¬ 
ing U.S. influence among the 
long-feudiag Afghan rebel fac¬ 
tions, the officials said over the 
weekend. 

A White House official said the 
envoy's role could be seen as 
attempting to limit Pakistan's in¬ 
fluence among the Afghan rebels. 

He said Baker, has the matter 
“under consideration" and that 
he “may be close, to a decision 
point.” 

The official, who spoke on 
condition his name not be used, 
said the proposal “is still on 
Baker's desk" and has • not yet 
reached President George Bush. 

A State Department official, 
who also spoke privately, said the 
proposal has been “under consid¬ 


eration for a long time.” but said 
he was uncertain of the timing of 
the decision or its possible 
announcement. 

The first official emphasised 
that the move would not imply 
U.S. recognition of any interim 
government established by the 
rebels, also known as Mujahe¬ 
deen. 

Civil war has ravaged Afgha¬ 
nistan for more than 11 years and 
divisions among the rebel units 
could prolong the fighting. The 
seven main rebel groups are 
members of an alliance based in 
Pakistan, but have been deeply 
divided as their leaders struggle 
for power. 

The Soviets, who entered 
Afghanistan in 1979, withdrew in 


February under an agreement 
mediated by the United States. 

Last week the Soviets renewed 
arms shipments to the Commun¬ 
ist regime in Kabul, saying they 
will continue to supply equipment 
to President Najibullah’s troops 
as long as Pakistan and the Un¬ 
ited States supply the guerrillas. 


Last year, Republican Sen. 
Gordon Humphrey of New 
Hampshire, pushed a law through 
Congress that required the 
appointment of a special ambas¬ 
sador. 


On Friday, senators renewed 
the call for the appointment in a 
resolution. 


The resolution, which was re¬ 
ferred to the Senate Foreign Re¬ 
lations Committee, also said the 
United States should not cut the 
amount of milirary equipment it 
gives the Afghan guerrillas until it 
is “absolutely clear" that the 
Soviet Union has ended assist¬ 
ance to its proxies. 


UN1F1L, heavy water top agenda 


for Norwegian’s Israel visit 


OSLO, Norway (AP) — Norwe¬ 
gian Foreign Minister Thorvald 
Stoltenberg will discuss clashes 
between United Nations Interim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) 
troops and Israeli forces in south¬ 
ern Lebanon when he visits Israel 
early next month, officials said 
Friday. 

Stoltenberg also planned to 
raise Oslo's demand for inspec¬ 
tion rights of heavy water Norway 
sold Israel 30 years ago. Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Sigrid 
Romundset said. Heavy water for 
nuclear reactors can be used in 
making weapons. 

Stoltenberg's trip April 2-5 is 
the second leg of a Mideast tour 
he began last January to evaluate 
peace prospects on behalf of the 
Scandinavian countries. 

Dashes between the Israelis 
and the Norwegian battalion of 
the UNIFIL were discussed 
Thursday at a meeting in New 
York between Defence Minister 
Johan Joergen Holst and U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 


de Cuellar. 

The national news agency NTB 
quoted Holst as saying "the 
Israelis may be changing the rules 
of the game" by their behaviour 
in South Lebanon, where UNI- 
FTL has been stationed since 
1978. 

On March 7 an Israeli tank 
crashed through a Norwegian- 
Finnish roadblock, prompting 
Holst to protest that Israel does 
not respect the United Nations. 

“If the Defence Ministry of 
Norway is not satisfied it can take 
the Norwegian battalion out of 
UNIFIL," Israeli Defence Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin was quoted as 
replying. 

In another incident, an Israeli 
tank fired a grenade at two 
Norwegian soldiers “and could 
easily have killed them, said 
Norwegian Defence spokesman 
Gunnar Angeltveit. 

"We want to see Israel respect 
international rules. We try to 
remain neutral,.which means we 
sometimes criticise Israel,” said 


Angeltveit. 

A diplomatic incident erupted 
in January when Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Jan-Erik Karlsen. comman¬ 
der of the 875-man Norbatt, was 
quoted as comparing an Israeli 
action to Nazi-like behaviour. 

Karlsen, reacting to the de¬ 
portation of 65 Lebanese civilians 
from their homes in the Norwe¬ 
gian zone, was quoted as telling 
the Israelis: 


“In World War II, my fellow 
countrymen sacrificed their lives 
in a struggle against the Nazis 
who were trying to expel Jews 
from Norway. Nowadays, you 
behave in South Lebanon exactly 
as the Nazis did in .Norway.*’ 


"The Norwegian authorities do 
not accept comparisons between 
the deportations in South Leba¬ 
non and Nazi crimes against the 
Jews during World War II,” said 
Hoist, but he refused to call 
Karlsen home. He also accused 
Israel of violating human rights in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 1 


THE A.B.S. CAN SA VE 


v * 


YOU U.S. $20,000.00 


The International Bac¬ 
calaureate Diploma, 
offered exclusively at 
the Amman Bacca¬ 
laureate School, is a 
multidisciplinary gra¬ 
duation qualification in¬ 
ternationally recog¬ 
nized by universities in 
over 80 countries in¬ 
cluding the U.K. and 
Jordan. In the U.S.A., 
I.B. Diploma holders 
are often granted soph¬ 
omore (2nd. year) 
standing which repre¬ 
sents an average sav¬ 
ings of US $20,000.00 
at a good college. 
Maybe the A.B.S. is 
worth it after all... 
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For more information. Writer 
ABS, 

P.O. Box 441, 

Sweileb, Jordan 

Or telephone: 845572 or 847191. 
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A Sudanese boy in a refugee camp on the Sudan-Ugamk border. 


Sudanese refugees 
starving in Uganda 


ADJUMANT, Uganda (R) — 
More than 20,000 Sudanese re¬ 
fugees in northern Uganda are 
running short of food because 
poor security on the roads has 
delayed the arrival of a relief 
convoy. 

“There is no food. People are 
starving," said Venusto Ogido, 
the chairman of Arinyapi Re¬ 
fugee Camp in northwestern 
Uganda, where 17,000 victims of 
Sudan's civil war have gathered 
over the past two weeks. 

Most are from Nimule, a bor¬ 
der town which fell to the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) March 3. 

The refugees are huddled in 
makeshift grass shelters along the 
banks of a stream, 16 kilometres 
inside Uganda, surrounded by 
the few belongings they managed 
to salvage. 

“When it rains, we really suffer 
a lot." Ogido told a party of 
visiting journalists. 

A convoy of trucks with 400 
tonnes of food is on its way to the 
refugee camps near Adjumani, 
but it has been delayed by poor 
security on the road from Gulu, 
120 kilometres to the south. 

A religiously inspired Ugandan 
rebel group, the Holy Spirit 
Movement, still raids villages and 
attacks traffic on the roads 
around Gulu and the food con¬ 
voy, organised by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), was due to 
receive a military escort for the 
final leg of its journey. 

But UNHCR’s field officer in 
Adjumani, Jean Michel Goud- 
stikker, said he was confident the 
situation was under control: "The 
food here is a problem, but it is 
not yet critical. I Have'400 tonnes 
on the way. If it does not come 
today it will come tomorrow." 

More than 30,000 refugees 
have fled into northern Uganda 
since October to escape fighting 
between Sudanese government 
troops and the SPLA, seeking to 
end what it sees as domination of 
Sudan's Christian and animist 
south by the Muslim north. 

Situation may worsen 


Relief workers fear thousands 


The arrival of new refugees has 
slowed to a trickle over the past 
week, but UNHCR fears con¬ 
tinued victories by the SPLA in 
southern Sudan could push 
thousands more across the 
border. 

Radio SPLA has already 
warned the civilian population of 
Kaya, on the Ugandan frontier, 
to evacuate their homes in anti¬ 
cipation of a rebel attack. 

Relief workers say the besieged 
town of Yei, 80 kilometres furth¬ 
er north, could follow soonuafter. 
Many of its 90,000 hungry 'resi-- 
dents have already started leaving 
the town because food supplies 
there are virtually exhausted. 

The Sudanese refugees are 
being received with sympathy by 
the people of northwest Uganda. 

Many of these were until re¬ 
cently themselves’ refugees in 
southern Sudan, where they fled 
in 1979 to escape a rebel army 
which overthrew dictator Idi 
Amin. 



THE AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 


SEEKS 

FOR AUGUST 1989 


1. Kindergarten Coordinator (Arabic/English) 

2. Kindergarten teachers (Arabic/English) 


A minimum of 2 years experience and suitable 
pre/junior school qualifications are essential. Closing 
date for applications is Monday March 27. 


Amman Baccalaureate School 
P.O. Box 441, Sweileh, Jordan 
Tel: 845572, 847191/2 


Ethiopia’s 
TPLF begin 
rebuilding 
capital 


more refugees could flood in if 
th£ SPLA continued its recent 
string of military victories. 

UNHCR was able to fly some 
food stocks into refugee camps 
over the last month but has failed 
to distribute supplies regularly 
since March 11. 

Relief workers say there is not 
much disease or malnutrition in 
the camp yet but warn the situa¬ 
tion will worsen if food and water 
problems continue. 

Already, diarrhoea is on the 
rise at Arinyapi, whose residents 
bathe in the same stream water 
they use for drinking. 

The UNHCR ana Ugandan 
government plan to settle the 
incoming refugees on tbe fertile 
rolling plains around Adjumani 
where they wifi eventually be able 
to grow their own food. 

Some 3,000 refugees have 
already been airlifted from Kit- 
gum in northern Uganda and 
7,000 more who arrived there 
recently are due to follow. 

Several thousand, more, who 
entered Uganda on the west bank 
of the Nile, are gradually being 
brought to Adjumani by ferry 
and truck. 


MEKELE, Ethiopia (R) — Re¬ 
bel soldiers who overran the pro¬ 
vincial capital Mekele face the 
daunting task of reviving a city 
with no power, no money, limited 
food and water and hit by a 
meningitis epidemic. 

The Tigray Peoples Liberation 
Front (TPLF), fighting since 1975 
to overthrow the government in 
Addis Ababa, captured Mekele 
on Feb. 27 and secured control 
over virtually all of the northern 
province of Tigray. 

Rebel officials in Mekele de¬ 
clined to speculate on when or 
whether the government, hard- 
pressed both by the TPLF and 
rebels m the coastal province o$ 
Eritrea, will launch a counter¬ 
offensive. 

But they said they were plan¬ 
ning to reopen schools and other 
institutions. 

As government troops with¬ 
drew from tbe city, they turned 
tank and artillery fire on to its 
power plant, damaging it beyond 
repair. 

Rebel forces have not yet been 
able to restore the city's electricity 
supply but are rigging pumps and 
fixing pipes to get water supplies 
flowing again. 

Residents said Ethiopian 
troops fled in panic once the 
government-ordered withdrawal 
started and blew up the town's 
ammunition depot as they went. 

“The smoke blacked out the 
sun, the explosions continued for 
36 hours," said a hotel-keeper. 

Food supplies must come by 
truck convoy over mountain 
roads from support bases several 
days' journey away. 


In Mekele’s hospital, TPLF 
medics are trying to cope with an ' 
outbreak of meningitis, a virtual 
infection of brain membranes 
which can kill in 18 hours, as well 
as dozens of injuries from the 
ammunition dump explosion. 


8 receive 
King Faisal 
Award 


RIYADH (AP) — Crown Prince 
Abdullah distributed this .year’s,.. 
King Faisal Awards to eight win- 
ners, including four Westerners, • 
at a ceremony late Sunday. 

The prestigious awards, which 
bad been announced earlier, are 
distributed annually to honour 
excellence in the fields of science, 
medicine, Arabic literature, Isla¬ 
mic studies and service to Islam. 

This year’s winners included 
two Americans, a German, a Bri¬ 
ton, two Egyptians, an Iraqi and 
a Syrian. 

Luigi Mastroianni, an Amer¬ 
ican, shared the prize in medicine 
with Briton Robert Geoffrey Ed¬ 
wards. 

Mastroianni, whose speciality 
is infertility, is professor of ob¬ 
stetrics and gynaecology, and 
director of the division of human 
reproduction at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine. 

Edwards,'a professor of human 
reproduction at the University of 
Cambridge, was one of the doc¬ 
tors who assisted in tbe successful 
birth of the world's first test-tube 
baby in 1970. 

Professor Ahmed H. Zewail, 
an Egyptian-born American of 
the California Institute of Tech¬ 
nology! wou the award for his 
pioneering research in the field of 
spectroscopy and his contribution 
toward the realisation of laser- 
driven ■chemical reactions. He 
shared the prize with Dr. Theo-. 
do re W. Hansch, a professor of 
physics at the University of 
Munich, West Germany, for his 
work in laser physics. 

The prize for Islamic education 1 
achievement went to 72-year-old 
Egyptian exponent of the Islamic 
faith, Mohammad Al Ghazalli, 
native of a Nile delta village. 
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Sl Mary of Nazareth Church, Swrifleh 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Char;*, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasanla Church Tel: 622366 
Church of tbe Annontiaflon Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Td.- 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331, 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Inlentadonal Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. K22605. 
The Church of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel- 815817. 821264 


ate wind. In Aqaba, wind mil be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


BUKO: 

Dr. Ahmed A1 Naqouri . (—) 

Al Sham' pharmacy .......... (985238) 


Min_/max. temp. 

Amman. 7/20 

Aqaba. 13/27 

Dcscns . 5/21 

Jordan Valiev. 12/26 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Rareb Atallah_/._994424 

Khalifeh pharmacy.985417 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 17, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 3? per cent, Aqaba 37 DCr 
cent, 
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Civil Defence Department.661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 
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Fire Brigade.622090/93 
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Jordan Television.773111 

Radio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority.680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company..,,636381 

RJ Flight Information. 08-532X1 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport.. 08-52000 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital — (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
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Ibn Al Nafees Hospital.(02)247100 
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Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 
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Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be fair with expected rise in 
temperature and ndrihwestqrfy moder- 


AMMAN: 
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Firas pharmacy.661912 
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Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 

Al Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yaanib pharmacy.644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy__637660 


Highway Police.843402 

Traffic Police.656390811 
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Hotel Complaints..60S800 
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Water and Sewerage * ' * 

Complaints.8974S7 

■Amman Municipality ■ -•*- 

Complaints .787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance)...12 

Overseas Calls 1.17 

Central Amman .Telephone 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre..... 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amu 
Akileb Maternity, J. Amn.. 

Jahal Amman Maternity.... 

MaUus.J. Amman. 

Palatine, Shmesani. 

Shmeisani Hospital.ewi.il 

University Hospital.845845 gwunb 

Al-Mnasher Hospital .667227/9 ^* aal 

Tbe Islamic, Abdali.666127/37 ■■ 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali . 

. Italian. Al-Muhajreen. 

AL Bashir, J. Ashrafieh. 

Army, Marka ... 

Queen Afia Hospital. 

Amal Hospital. 

ZARQA: 


. 813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

. 642362 

.636140 
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... 664164/6 
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. 7751H/26I' 
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UppenTower price in Bis per kg. 

Apple..: 500 / 400 

Banana ... 350/ 300 

Banana (Mukammar). 300 / 250 

Broad beans. 150/100 

Cabbage.1. 130/100 

Carrots.. 230/180 

Cauliflower. 130/100 

Cucumbers . 400 / 320 

Eggplant....,. 240/200 

Game.. 300 / 250 

Lemon... 420 / 360 

Lettuce (per one). 100/70 

Manowoaigc). 250 / 200 

Marrow (small).. 380 1 320 

Orange (Shammouti). 400 1 350 

Orange (local). 350 / 300 

Onion (dry). 250 / 200 

Onion (green).. 140 /100 



NODDLE EAST NEWS IN 


Jews fined for aiding Palestinians 

JERUSALEM (R) — A tiny Jewish sect < 
statehood said Sunday it mild pay a to for 
$3,000 which it gave to a Palestinian hospital. AttOrowJJajtah 

Werzberger 


werzoerger saw me ^. 

Jerusalem's ultra-religious Netura Karta 
creation of a Jewish state before the coming oftte* 
sin. The group gave $3,000 last summer to help Mdkassed hospital 
in Jerusalem to care for Palestinians wmmdedxn the upnsmg 
against Israeli rule, now in its 16th month. Members at paarameot 
called for an investigation after news photos showed Rabbi Mosfte 
Hirscfa of the group visiting the Palestinian trospital wearing the 
big black cap and long black coat of anukra-rchgious Jew. The 
money was received from abroad and passed on in do llars. 
Werzberger said regulations against holding foreign currency are 
not normally applied to non-comraerdal organisations. If the 
contribution was to the Jerusalem Foundation or to the Labour 
Party or Likud, I don't think anyone would make an issue of it, 
he told Reuters. 


Iran: OIC decision defeat for U.K. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Commentators of Iran’s state-run 
press said Saturday that the decision by the foreign min is t ers .of 
the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) a victory for Iran 
over Britain and the West. “Following tbe decisive stance taken 
by the Islamic countries with regard to the book, its author and 
publishers, this matter will make the British government more 
embarrassed than ever, and will push it into a weak and defensive 
position from the political and propaganda standpoint," Tehran 
Radio said in its commentary. In the 18th meeting of the OIC, 
which ended Thursday in Riyadh, tbe organisation’s 145members 
declared Salman Rushdie, author of the Satanic Verses an 
apostate. Iran severed ties with* Britain earlier this month over 
what It saw as London's role for protecting Rushdie and leading 
the European reaction against Iran. The 12 members of the 
European Community recalled their ambassadors from Tehran to 
protest I ranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s execution 
order against Rushdie for defaming Islam in his book. - 


Mulroney denies Clark rift over PLO 


OTTAWA (Agencies) — Prime Minister Brian Mulroney denied 
Thursday that there is a rift between himself and External Affairs 
Minister Joe Clark. Mulroney insisted he and Dark are not at 
odds over Canada’s position towards the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). After a cabinet meeting Thursday, Mul¬ 
roney denied that he said it was too early to upgrade relations 
with the PLO. “I have not said that... There is no inconsistency at 
all between Clark's position and mine", Mulroney said. “Me. 
dark and I are in foil agreement on that and all areas of foreign 
policy.” Mulroney said Clark has yet to submit a recommendation 
to cabinet on Middle East policy. “As soon as we have it, we will 
make a decision." 


Prince Charles ends Gulf tour 


NICOSIA (R) — Britain’s Prince Charles flew home Sunday 
night from a four-nation tour of the Gulf during which he faced a 
security, scare in Dubai. The Saudi Press Agency, received in 
Nicosia, said in an overnight report that the prince left Saudi 
Arabia after a three-day private visit that included talks with King 
Fahd. On the advice of the British government, the prince 
decided not to plky in a polo match in Dubai, which has a large 
community of Iranians. He visited amid a row between Britain 
and Iran over British novelist Salman Rushdie, whom Iran has 
said should be killed for blasphemy. Prince Charles and his wife 
Lady Diana, who left for home from Dubai, began their tour in 
-Kuwait and then visited Bahrain. 


Police, orthodox Jews clash 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli police threw tear gas 
bombs to disperse ultra-orthodox protesters at the Wailing Wall 
Monday after the black-garbed Jews threw chairs at women 
praying at the Jewish shrine, witnesses said. A group of 
ultra-orthodox Hasidic men tried to block some 50 women of the 
more lenient Jewish Reform Movement who came to pray at tbe 
wall on the eve of the Purim holiday. Ultra-orthodox Jews oppose 
women .adherents of reform conducting prayers traditionally done 
only by men. They sparked a fight several months ago after 
women carrying Torah scrolls tried to pray at the wall. Fistfights 
broke out between police and the men, in long black coats and 
traditional sidecurls, when guards forced the men to allow the 
women through and kept the men behind steel barriers. Police 
threw tear gas after a woman was lightly injured when one man 
threw a chair over the male-female partition at the women 
worshippers, photographer Brian Headier told Reuters. “Tbe 
place was covered in gas,” Hendler said. “Some of the women 
were overcome by tbe tear gas and were crying. The police started 
threatening the men and told them to get lost.” The women 
finished praying near Dung Gate, some 500 metres from the wall. 


Mossad head retires 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The head of Israel’s Mossad 
secret service retired Sunday, ending a six-year career amid 
controversy and criticism, Israel Radio said. The radio identi¬ 
fied the secret service chief publicly for the first time as Nahum 
Admoni. His name was banned from publication while in the post 
and his successor's identity in an official secret. In a brief 
ceremony. Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Defence Minister - 
Yitzhak Rabin thanked Admoni and praised his work during six 
years as the spy agency chief, the radio said. Admoni came under ! 
unprecedented public criticism after the high court allowed ' 
publication of an article questioning his competence and describ- - 
mg intelligence blunders during his term. The article denounced 
the Mossad’s role in the U.S. Iran-contra debacle and a spy 
scandal in which an American naval analyst passed secrets to* 
Israel. The article published last month also blamed tbe Mossad 
head for the expulsion of Mossad agents from Britain last year. 
The prime minister's office has said his retirement Is not 
connected to the publication of the article. The radio said Admoni 
bad worked for the secret service almost continually since Israel's 
establishment in 1948. 
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Two insecticide 
planes arrive 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Farmers may 
took to the sky for gwwhing and ■ 
for raiD, but looking for a tractor, 
even one with wings, is a strange 
notion indeed. Nonetheless, air¬ 
craft come to the assistance of 
agriculture in a variety of roles, 
.and the two tnrbo-propped fixed 
Wing aircraft which recently ar¬ 
rived in Jordan earned the name 
Air Tractor because they are 
ideally suited for aerial spraying. 

The United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) is providing the Air 
Tractors at the request of Minis¬ 
try of Agriculture to assist the 
government in fighting an ex¬ 
pected infestation of locusts' this 

spring. 

With its long range, large 
payload capacity, safety, and fuel 
efficiency, the Air Tractor is one 
of the best planes in the world for 
spraying locusts. Furthermore, 
these planes have sufficient 
climbing power to operate in, 
most of Jordan's mountains and’ 


valleys. The two planes that ar¬ 
rived here have just completed 
several months of locust control 
operations in Africa. Their pre¬ 
sence in ‘Jordan will give added 
assurance that Jordan can dea l 
effectively with a possible locust 
infestation. Although recent en¬ 
tomological reports from Saadi 
Arabia indicate that the threat 
has diminished somewhat, both 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
USAID believe that it is critical 
that Jordan be fully prepared. 

According to Dr. Randall C. 
Cummings, USAID agriculture 
director, there is a great deal of 
uncertainty in predicting the 
movement of locusts. Changing 
weather conditions, shifts in the 
winds, or areas in Saudi Arabia 
where locusts have not yet been 
controlled could result in locusts 
invading Jordan. 

“The risk to Jordan’s agricul¬ 
ture is too great not to make 
available every resource at our 
disposal to help Jordan attain 
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EXHIBITIONS: Her Royal Princess WQdan AJfi 

Monday opened two week-tong hMmwh at the Universfty of 
Jordan. The first is a photography exhibition depicting student 
.activities at the university as well as Jordan’s historical and 
touristic 'sites. The second one Is a Jordanian national heritage 
exhibition which includes Jordanian-made carpets and dresses of 
rural Jordanian women (Petra). 


Ministry, charities 
coordinate efforts 


-..i \ 


SOUTH SHUNEH, The Jordan 
Valley (Petra) — The Ministry, of 
Social Development is moving 
ahead with plans to coordinate.its 
work with that of the voluntary 
and charitable organisations'in a 
bid to provide better services to 
Jordan Valley residents. Minister 
of Social Development Fawwaz 
Touqan said Monday. 

The minister, who was addres¬ 
sing a meeting of heads of volun¬ 
tary and charitable organisations 
in the South and North Shuoeb 
districts, said that the ministry 
considers social development as 


complementing economic de¬ 
velopment in the "Kingdom and 
thus will try to carry out income-, 
generating projects in coopera¬ 
tion with local organisations. The 
joint effort entails producing .tra¬ 
ditional handicrafts, creating job 
opportunities for the unem¬ 
ployed, opening children’s clubs 
and providing services of all kinds 
to the local population, Touqan 
noted. 

He said that the ministry will 
be implementing the projects in 
cooperation with the National 
Aid Fund. 


Underground water 
techniques discussed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from five Arab countries ended a 
two-day meeting in Ammaa 
Monday during which they dis¬ 
cussed means of employing nuc¬ 
lear isotopes and other related 
technology for exploring under¬ 
ground water resources and de¬ 
veloping these resources on 
sound basis. 

Delegates from Jordan, Iraq, 
Syria, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates discussed also me¬ 
asures to test water samples and 
to promote cooperation in water- 
related fields benefitting from ex¬ 
periences of advanced nations. 

Dr. Raja Jadoun director of 


the Ministry of Water and Irriga¬ 
tion's water-control laboratories 
said chat Jordan which possesses 
isotope laboratories has been 
considered by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
as a regional centre serving the 
Arab region in these fields. Jor¬ 
dan's laboratories, he said, will 
provide services in water related- 
affairs to the countries of the 
region in cooperation with the 
Vienna-based IAEA. 

The two-day gathering was 
organised by IAEA in coopera¬ 
tion with the Ministries of Water 
and Irrigation and Energy and 
Mineral Resources. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

« 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Reader? are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

* An art exhibition by Egyptian artist ’Adli RizquHah at A1 
• Wasiti Gallery. 

* An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at the Art Gallery 
of Abdul Hamid Sboman Foundation — 9 a.m. - J pan., 3-6 
p.m. 

* An art exhibition by Ahmad IsmaieL displaying paintings on 
Maqamat Al Hariri and Jordanian landscapes at the Gallery, 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental — 9 a-m. - 7 p.m. 

An exhibition of posters on the French Revolution at the French 

Cultural Centre. 

•ifr Ah exhibition of paintings by Mohammad Al Jatoos at Alii Art 
Gallery. 

4 An art exhibition by Moroccan artist Al Hashemf Izza at the 
Gallery, Jabal Luweibdefa. 

☆ A graphic art exhibition displaying works by German artists 
Uebermann, Slevugt and Corinth at the Yarmotik University. 
fr The Amman computer exhibition at the King Abdullah 
" ‘ Complex —. Hk30 nan. - 8:30 pan. 



Tabbaa: ACC opened new markets for Jordan 


Saqqaf urges private sector 




Air Tractors are one of the best planes in the world for aerial crop 
spraying. Two of the planes have arrived in Jordan and wffl stand 
by for use as tong as there is a threat of any locust infestation. 


maximum preparedness for a lo¬ 
cust infestation,’' Dr. Cummings 
said. 

The planes will r emain in Jor¬ 
dan so long as a locust infestation 
is threatening. While here, the 
pilots and crew will also provide 
training to Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture crop protection service and 


☆ A lecture, with slides, entitled “the F ascin a ting Marine 
Environment of the Gulf of Aqaba and the Red Sea” by Dr. 
Ahmad Abu Hihl at the Goethe Institute — 7:00 pan. 

FILM 

ft A video featuring artists such as Madonna, Talking Heads, Bon 
Javl, GratefulDead, Run DMC and Prince at the American 
. Centre — 7:00 pan. . 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BUUEF 


GOOD WISHES: His Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a cable’ 
of good wishes to Tunisian President Zine Al Abidinelbn AJi on his 
country's national day. The King wished the president continued 
health and happiness and farther progress and prosperity for the 
Tunisian people? (Petra) 

ROYAL DECREES: A Royal Decree was issued Monday appoint- 
. Log Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hisham Al Khatib to 
serve as acting minis ter of health. Health Minister Zuhair Malhas is 
currently on official business abroad. Another decree was issued 
conferring the Jordanian Independence Medal of the First Order on 
China’s Ambassador to Jordan Zhang Zhen upon the termination of 
his tour of duty in Jordan. (Petra) 

COMPUTER EXPO: Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al Rawabeb 
Saturday opened the Amman computer expo the first major 
computer exhibition in Jordan where the latest advances in computer 
and office automation equipment are featured. The exhibition, 
currently at the King Abdallah Public Park Complex, runs through 
Friday March 24.(J.T.) 

INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS: Minister of Industry and Trade Hamdi 
Tabbaa had a meeting in Amman Monday with United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) representative Ali Atiqa to 
discuss U.N.-Jordanian cooperation in industrial training fields. The 
two sides discussed the idea of dispatching U.N. experts to help 
Jordan develop its industrial exports. The minister told Atiqa that the 
ministry plans to establish a Higher Council of Jordanian Exports. 
(Petra) 

DEVELOPMENT: Amman Governor Mohammad Ali Al Amin 
met Monday with heads of development councils in the Amman 
region to review issues related to economic, social and services 
sectors. The meeting heard views of various participants about these 
projects. (J.T.) 

PRINCESS BASMA OPENS BAZAAR: Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma Monday opened a charity bazaar at the Nozha Social 
Development Centre. The three-day bazaar includes sections 
displaying needleworks, woven dresses, handicrafts, flowers, food, 
and children’s clothes. (Petra) 

ZAKAT: A seminar on zakat (alms for the poor) will open at 
Yarmouk University Tuesday. The two-day meeting will be attended 
by 40 Islamic scholars from Jordan and other countries. (J.T.) 

SAFETY ON ROADS: The Public Transport Corporation orga¬ 
nised a training seminar in Amman Monday to deal with public safety 
.do the roads. Among the speakers were senior officers from the Civil 
Defence Department. (J.T.) 

EXHIBITION: The first Jordanian products exhibition will be held 
in Abu Dhabi on March 28, with 85 Jordanian companies taking part. 
The exhibition is organised by the Jordanian Trade Centres 
Corporation, in cooperation with Amman Chamber of Commerce. 
(Petra) 

PHYSICS: A physics conference started Monday at the University of 
Jordan. The conference is organised by the physics department at the 
university in cooperation with the Royal Scientific Society. University of 
Jordan President Abdul Salam Majali told the conferees that the 
university believes in the importance of research and expressed desire to 
participate in conference and seminars so as to exchange experience and 
expertise. (Petra) 


to improve quality, diversify 


Royal Jordanian Air Force per¬ 
sonnel in locust control opera¬ 
tions. 

Dr. Rob Libby, an operations 
and logistics expert, has returned 
to Jordan at the request of the 
Ministry of Agircultare to work 
with the aircraft and assist in the 
training. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Secret¬ 
ary Genera] of the Ministry of 
Indostry and Trade, Mohammad 
Saqqaf, Monday issued an appeal 
to the private sector to reduce the 
production cost of manufactured 
goods by all possible means and 
to improve the quality of ex¬ 
ported products to ensure mar¬ 
kets for Jordanian products 
abroad. ' - < 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Saqqaf said 
that the government was hoping 
to see tire private .sector trans¬ 
formed into an exporter first and 
an importer second because ex¬ 
ports increase the country's fore¬ 
ign currency reserves and help 
stabilise the national economy. 

In remarks here Monday, fol¬ 
lowing the end of a seminar held 
at the Amman Chamber of Indus¬ 
try to discuss the development of 
Jordanian exports, Saqqaf said 
that industry plays a leading role 
in activating the national eco¬ 
nomy since it absorbs large num¬ 
bers of workers, reduces unem¬ 
ployment and brings in badly 

Amman, 

Islamabad 


needed hard currency for de¬ 
velopment projects. 

The government and the public 
sector, Saqqaf said, have a li¬ 
mited role and can only help 
'through opening the way for in¬ 
vestments by extending facilities 
and removing obstacles m the 
path of export operations. 

Saqqaf appealed to the private 
sector to refrain from setting up 
industries similar to those already 
existing to the country but rather 
to open new industrial concerns 
for different types of products 
that can be marketed here and 
abroad. 

Referring to the government's 
economic, financial and monet¬ 
ary policies. Saqqaf said that they 
were ail aimed at stimulating the 
national economy in general and 
boosting industry in particular. 
He said that the government deci¬ 
sion to cancel the requirement for 
licensing newly established . in¬ 
dustrial and agricultural schemes, 
the facilities the government 
offered for the creation of indus¬ 
tries and incentives for investors 



Mohammad Saqqaf 
are all bound to promote indust¬ 
rial production and exports. 

The floatation of the Jordanian 
dinar and the reduced rate of 
interest on credits from banks, 
were also instrumental in boost¬ 
ing the country's industrial pro¬ 
duction, Saqqaf added. The de- ■ 
dine in the value of the dinar 
against the U.S. dollar and other 


major currencies opened the way 
for more Jordanian exports, Saq¬ 
qaf added. 

The seminar which was held 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
ended Monday evening when the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
President Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
announced that a drafting com¬ 
mittee was assigned the task of 
compiling the set of. recom¬ 
mendations and documents for 
publication. 

Abu Hassan, in a closing 
address to the meeting, said that 
Jordan was facing a difficult stage 
demanding double efforts for 
production. 

- Minister of Industry and Trade 
Hamdi Tabbaa who opened the 
meetings delivered Prince Has- 
san’s address in which he pointed 
out that the newly formed Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) has 
opened new markets for Jorda¬ 
nian exports and paved the way 
for closer coopeation among the 
four ACC countries to bolster the 
Arab Nation's economy. 


Make teaching maths fun 


twin 


AMMAN (Petra) — An agree¬ 
ment was signed Sunday in Am¬ 
man for twinning the Jordanian 
capital with the Pakistani capital 
of Islamabad, paving the ground 
for mutual cooperation in muni¬ 
cipal affairs and exchanges of 
expertise and trade* between the 
two cities. 

The agreement signed by Grea¬ 
ter Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf 
Al Rawabdeh and visiting Isla¬ 
mabad Mayor Mazhar Ran pro¬ 
vides for cooperation in cultural, 
architectural, commercial and sci¬ 
entific fields as well as in areas of 
city organisation, public adminis¬ 
tration, p lanning , traffic control, 
transport, protecting the environ¬ 
ment to safeguarding public 
health and public gardens. 

3,300 
tonnes of 
poultry 
arrive 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply plans to put for sale in 
the local market 3,300 tonnes of 
imported frozen poultry meat, 
according to Al Dnstour daily 
which quotes ministry officials. It 
fgjii that the ministry has addi¬ 
tional plans for importing more 
fresh and frozen sheep meat to 
be ready for the local markets 
during the coming month of 
Ramadan which is expected to 
begin April 6. Last year the minis¬ 
try purchased additional consign¬ 
ments of meat during Ramadan i 


By Snhair Obeidat 
Jordan- Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Looking at science 
from a completely new perspec¬ 
tive and trying to modify its con¬ 
text was the theme of a lecture 
entitled the “Significance of 
Teaching Sciences Through Their 
Practical Aspects." The lecture 
was delivered at the University of 
Jordan by Mike Farr, a senior 
lecturer in science education at 
Gwent College of Higher Educa¬ 
tion. 

The purpose of the lecture was 
to show that pupils should de¬ 
velop the intellectual and practic¬ 
al skills that allow them to ex¬ 
plore the world of science and to 
develop a fuller understanding of 
scientific phenomena as well as 
the procedure of scientific explor¬ 
ation and investigation. 

This work should take place in 
the context of activities that re¬ 
quire a progressively more sys¬ 
tematic and quantified approach, 
which draws upon an increasing 
knowledge and understanding of 
science, Farr said in his lecture. 

Moreover, the activities should 
encourage the child’s ability to 




Mike Fan- 

plan for rhe task, cany out ex¬ 
periments, interpret results and 
findings, draw inferences and 
communicate exploratory tasks 
and experiments. 

“Science should be fun. It need 
not be taught didactically and 
children should enjoy experi¬ 
mentation," Farr said. 

This new attitude and approach 
to science, is based on the chil¬ 
dren doing the work by them¬ 
selves. exploring and then learn¬ 
ing. The child to child com¬ 
munication and the child to 


teacher communication is sup¬ 
posed to arouse the child's 
curiosity. 

Some kind of communication is 
carried out through the use of 
words, language, drama and 
movement accompanied by some 
words. The idea is that sdnece is 
going into art. 

“The teacher should set up a 
challenge for the child to think 
about, trying to get the child to 
talk to him. In turn, the teacher 
should value the child's ideas and 
try them. A teacher should never 
tell a child what to do," Farr said. 

Through a live demnstration 
of the many educational aids — 
or toys, as Farr calls them — 
which he and his assistant Barrie 
Hughes constructed, he was able 
to show his audience how pupils 
are able to develop their know¬ 
ledge and understanding of the 
properties of materials, and the 
way these properties determine 
their uses and form the basis for 
their classification. 

Another topic which the lectur¬ 
er tackled was the developing of 
the pupils knowledge and under¬ 
standing of the nature of energy, 
its transfer and control. 


Italian firm to build joint 
Jordanian-lraqi detergent plant 


AMMAN (Perm) — The board 
of directors of the Iraq-Jordan 
Industry Company has awarded a 
tender to a construction company 
for the building of a 15 million 
Iraqi dinar plant to produce che¬ 
mical detergents, according* to 
Ministry of Industry and nude 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Saqqaf. 

Saqqaf said that the plant, 
which will be set up in Baghdad, 
is expected to produce 60,000 


tonnes of detergents annually, 
sufficient for the needs of Iraq. 

The tender was awarded to an 
Italian firm which will implement 
the project in 22 months, Saqqaf 
added. 

Saqqaf said that the joint com¬ 
pany will acquire 40 per cent of 
the total capita] of the detergent 
plant which is expected to cost 12 
million Iraqi dinars. The private 
sectors to Iraq and Jordan, he 


said, will own the rest' of the 
shares. 

The shares alloted for the Iraqi 
private sector have been sold out 
to the public and the Jordanian 
shares are now on sale here until 
the end of the month. 

The joint Iraqi-Jordanian com¬ 
pany was established in imple¬ 
mentation of resolutions passed 
by the Joint Jordanian Iraqi 
Higher Committee. 


A new version of ‘Maqamat Al Hariri ' 

Ahmad Ismail revives ancient Arab manuscripts 


By Nelly Lama 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ahmad Ismail pre¬ 
sents at ‘‘The Gallery" (Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotel), a collec¬ 
tion of lithographs that he ex¬ 
ecuted in Leningrad during his 7 
years stay there, studying art. 
They are his personal rendering 
of the well-known 13th Century 
Baghdad manuscript illustrations 
of '‘Maqamat Al Hariri". He had 
seen tire original. “Maqamat" in 
the Oriental Institute of Research 
of the Academy of Sciences in 
Leningrad... (Two other versions 
of the “Maqamat” are still to 
existence. They can be found in' 
the Bibhotheque Nationale, Paris 
and in the Suleymamye library. 
Istanbul, Turkey). 

The manuscripts bear illus¬ 
trated texts of the story of “Abu 
Zeid”, an unscrupulous tradition¬ 
al Arab figure who, through swift 
and witty improvisations, man¬ 
aged to touch great individuals as 
well as dense crowds, enough to 
rid them of their rewards. He 
constantly disguised himself as a 
poor woman, a monk, a pauper, 
or whatever, with the sole aim of 
getting hold of his adversary's 
money. The stories are' 
humourous and almost always 
carry a morale. They include in¬ 
numerable allusions, ingenious 
metaphores, pun and guesswork. 
Fifty chapters of the Leningrad 
Maqamat still exist. The original 
illustrator tries to depict the exact 
city to which the events take place 
in order to avoid ambiguity. The 
fllustrauons fit into the same page* 
os the text. They are often based 


on Byzantine paintings or on the 
shadow puppetry so popular in 
thirteenth century Baghdad. Sha¬ 
dow puppetry conveys only the 
silhouette of the figures with 
plenty of open space around them 
(As to Al-Waste's illustrations of 
die Maqamat found to Paris). 
The Leningrad manuscript, 
however, has a very personal 
style of rendering; the artist in¬ 
cludes the crowd, an infinite 
amount of people talking, 
arguing, questioning. They are 
not standing in single file, but in 
circles and ellipses beside a lake, 
a shop or a banquet. 

There are always the odd per¬ 
sons who are totally detached 
from the scene while others seem 
to convey passionate attention to 
what is happening. These com¬ 
positions range from simple to 
more complicated ones. 
Although coloured, they boast a 
high quality of line and a great 
sense of spontaneity. 

Ahmad Ismail spent a long 
time studying and assimilating all 
these ideas and methods. He then 
produced his own condensed ver¬ 
sion of the manuscript. Ridding 
them of their colour, he pro¬ 
ceeds, with the spontaneity of the 
old master, to create dynamic 
figures and simple landscapes 
that be produces with very few 
brushstrokes. This collection of 
lithographs (stone printing) took 
him one year of work, studying 
the characters, the oostumes, and 
other epics and miniatures of the 
time, that bear any resemblance 
to the Maqamat. 

‘T tried to illustrate the Ma¬ 
qamat to such a way as to be 


compatible with the old text and 
execute drawings that are not less 
beautiful than the original paint¬ 
ings. I kept away from colour and 
excessive decoration; away from 
anything that might impede the 
beauty of line, the movement and 
the textures created by stone 
lithography." 

The Arabic calligraphy that he 
incorporates into tus sketches fits 
well into the overall composition. 
Some of the preliminary studies 
are made with spontaneous 
brushstrokes of watercolour con¬ 
veying a basic composition that 
he sticks to in his major works. 
Thick lines are always alleviated 
with fine lines rendering fragile 
details that are witnesses of his 
great sensitivity. 

As for printing the works: “I 
worked on these with a profes¬ 
sional who had acquired the trade 
from his father, therefore very 
capable. It took us a full day to 
print one picture, with the special 
effects that we meant to bring out 
in the impressions. I could get 
only three prints out of a stone. It 
is a difficult technique!” 

In one of his scenes, he catches 
a moment in time when Abu Zeid 
dresses as a poor old woman and 
convinces two men who had just 
received awards from the wali 
■(the ruler) to hand them over to 
him. Everyone looks on while the 
disguised charlatan looks slyly at 
us with his hand near his face as if 
be were whispering to us “watch, 
see what I shall do!’’. In another 
.scene he shows a number of 
merchants who are worried about 
crossing tne uesert which is full of 


brigands. Abu Zeid disguises 
himself in the attire of a monk 
and promises to save them. Here 
Ahmad bases his character stu¬ 
dies on those of the Russian 
painter Ivanof, to whose “the 
Apparition of Christ to the Peo¬ 
ple” contrasting reactions are de¬ 
picted; disbelief and skepticism, 
complete conviction and appeal¬ 
ing for mercy, anxiety etc. In this 
case some figures beg Abu Zeid 
to accompany them, some seem 
hopeless while others look away 
totally unaffected by the 
dilemma. 

In yet another Maqamat Abu 
Zeid convinces a woman to allow 
him to sit on her back and pre¬ 
tend to be his wife in front of the 
wali. She is to say to him that 
Abu Zeid had promised her 
father to be good and kind to her 
but was not. When the wali 
scolded him and asked him why 
he behaved so badly towards his 
wife, Abu Zeid said he was wor¬ 
ried about his waning trade, liter¬ 
ature. Asked to prove his capabi¬ 
lities. Abu Zeid rattles on, talk- 
tog is the best thing be can do, 
and, surely enough, he is re¬ 
warded. What better to portray 
this fimny anecdote with than 
suave brushstrokes, assymetry of 
composition, portraying of in¬ 
cidentals such as a slipper on one 
foot the other bare. 

Ahmad is not always so expli¬ 
cit. He sometimes offers a partial 
explanation of tbe text hoping to 
-incite the viewer to look np the 
Maqamat and find the m eaning 
out for himself. 

Ahmad excells in characterisa¬ 


tion especially in the scene where 
Abu Zeid comes face to face with 
Al-Harith, a rich merchant who is 
always at the receiving end of 
Abu Zeid's wily manoeuvres. 
Both are mounted on donkeys 
standing on the opposite sides of 
a creek. Al Harith sits up solemn¬ 
ly on his beast while Abu Zeid's 
features swirl along with the 
sharp cuvatious lines created by 
the sudden diagonal arrest of the 
failing movement of the donkey 
on the slope. Here again, in the 
tradition of the old master, line 
and movement have lyrical con¬ 
notations. “Having used no col¬ 
our, I try to convey mood and 
time of day such as a calm even- 
• tog with line and values." (Values 
- scale of dark to light). 

One of his works had Japanese 
overtones, the mountain, the 
ship, all painted to the “Sumi-e” 
method while the flying fish re¬ 
sembled those seen so often to 
Far Eastern decorations. Ahmad 
agreed saying that he had for 
some time worked on Japanese 
painting techniques and that the 
fish in this work simply filled in 
the space.of the sea. He couldn’t 
refrain from expressing the joy he 
had felt drawing them, “Make 
two brushstrokes you get a fish!” 

Ahmad exhibits other works at 
“The Gallery 7 ’, sketches done 
with a Rotring rapidograph. The 
forms and volumes are enhanced 
by the chiaro-scuro, but it lacks 
the sensitivity present in his other 
pen and ink sketches, as the 
stogie thickness of the rapido¬ 
graph could not compete with his 
use of a variety of nibs. 

Two watercolours of streets in 


“Salt" show a strong use of line 
(pencil) be it tbe structural lines 
of the architecture, the tracery of 
the windows or the electric cable, 
it forms a skeleton on which the 
areal use of colour lies. 

In his landscapes, with a river 
view, transparency and reflec¬ 
tions are created by the various 
techniques of watercolour that he 
masters well. His use of analo- 
guous colours transmit a feeling 
of serenity. 

Since the Jordan Tunes had 
formerly covered works of this 
artist, a tiny masterpiece was 
brought back to light. A sketch of 
a solitary tree rendered with a 
great mastery of light, of volume 
and composition on the whole. 
Other tiny ink drawings portray 
little children with few lines and 
good handling. 

When asked why he chose to 
exhibit in that particular gallery 
Ahmad answered "1 like it more 
than any other because of its 
intimacy. One can get closer to 
tbe work and see the details... the 
technique.” 

The question was posed to the 
gallery director Nuha Batshon, 
“How <fid you come across him?” 
He had come to the gallery to 
look around, mentioned his 
work, she asked hin^ to bring to 
his lithographs for her to see. “As 
soon asl set eyes on his Maqamat 
I loved them,” she exclaimed. 

Many share her feelings for the 
Maqamat, although his waterco¬ 
lours or ink drawings might be 
more appealing to others. No one 
seems to say any ill of him. It is an 
exhibition worth seeing. 
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Prevention first 


THE four-day conference on cancer scheduled to be opened 
today by Her Majesty Queen Noor is a grim reminder that 
modern-day diseases have reached Jordan with a 
vengeance. According to Jordanian medical experts, the 
number of cancer cases officially reported annually in 
’Jordan is on the rise due to environmental changes, smoking 
habits and artificial foods ever more consumed by Jorda¬ 
nians in contemporary times. There was a time when 
Jordanian eating habits, life-style and environmental 
hygiene were such that Jordanians enjoyed relative freedom 
from cancer and cancer-related diseases. 

However, with the advent of progress and economic 
development, especially in the form of industrialisation, the 
first result was a rise in cancer cases among Jordanians. It is 
fortunate that there is now a deliberate campaign to awaken 
Jordanians, whether in the public or the private sectors, 
about this disease in order to make a concerted effort to 
reverse the tide. The ongoing conference on cancer could 
serve as the very platform from which a well orchestrated 
campaign could be launched to Inform Jor danians of all 
walks of life about this dreadful disease. Furthermore, our 
concerned authorities should embark on a well planned 
campaign to educate people on how to beat the disease. The 
best medicine in this context is preventive medicine. 
Jordanians should be told what to eat and what not to eat 
and what to drink and what not to drink. More information 
need to be disseminated, for example, on the need to eat 
roughage and other natural foods, litis is not to mention the 
health problems associated with smoking. The recent 
decision to ban smoking in public places goes a long way to 
combat the habit of smoking which is silently killing 
thousands of Jordanians. Jordanians also need better 
protection from Imported and domestically manufactured 
foods to make sure they do not contain cancer-causing 
ingredients. One wonders in this context whether the meat, 
fish and poultry we eat are free of radiation for example, not 
to mention other causes of the disease that comes in different 
forms and shapes. Another related matter in point is the 
misuse of insecticides and pesticides by farmers which leaves 
untold quantities of residues in the foods we eat daily 
unaware of their cancer-causing attributes. Likewise the 
quality of the water we drink needs to be under constant 
supervision lest cancer-causing ingredients seep silently but 
ominously into it. As to environmental concerns, we in 
Jordan are just beginning to comprehend the magnitude of 
the problems posed by pollution. To be sure, the list of 
concerns in this context are indeed endless. That is why it 
would be wise for the conferees to concentrate on cancer 
preventive measures with a view to reversing the rise in 
cancer cases among Jordanians. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra'i daily newspaper on Monday discussed His Majesty King 
Hussein's latest tour in Europe where he met with government 
leaders to discuss the Palestine problem and prospects for 
convening an international conference. The paper also referred to 
King Hussein's statements following a meeting in London with 
the British prime minister in which he said that Europe was now 
expected to play a leading role in settling the Palestine problem. 
The King, the paper noted, is continuing his efforts at all levels 
and around the world for the sake of bringing about peace to the 
Middle East and enabling the Palestinians regain their rights and 
land. His views are respected by the world leaders who now are 
fully oriented on Jordan’s peaceful endeavours, a development 
considered favourable for the Arabs and helpful towards the 
achievement of peace, said the paper. Ai Ra'i said that the King's 
strenuous efforts and his ideas and policies have won support for 
the Arab cause and paved the way for Europe’s role in 
establishing peace in our region. 


A columnist in AI Ra'i daily urges the government and concerned 
authorities to maintain the good reputation which Jordan enjoys 
among visitors and tourists of this country by doubling their 
efforts at border posts, airports and other ports of entry to win the 
confidence of visitors from the ^rab and the foreign countries. 
Jordan, Salah Abdul Samad says, has enjoyed good reputation as 
a tourist attraction centre, thanks to the joint efforts of the public 
and private sector. The Kingdom, he adds, is normally visited by 
large numbers of Arabs and foreigners in the summer and the 
visitors expect to see good facilities, efficient services, refresh¬ 
ments and cleanliness upon entry and departure — something 
which Jordan has provided over the years, the writer says. He 
expresses hope that more efforts will be made to boost tourism 
and leave excellent impression on the visitors of Jordan. 


AI Dustour daily tackled the escalation of atrocities on the part of 
the Israeli forces against the Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. The paper said that Israelis are now 
committing more and more massacres against rbe civilian popula¬ 
tion in a bid to quell the uprising and end the struggle for 
freedom. This escalation of killings and criminal actions against 
Palestinian freedom fighters proves Israel's failure to end the 
revolt and the total disappointment of the Zionist leaders who 
seem to have lost their minds and resorted to crimes, foe paper 
said. The Palestinian revolt is besieging foe Israelis and exposing 
their actions before the whole world, the paper added. It said that 
foe bloodbath in the occupied territories should draw serious and 
immediate action on foe part of the world community in general 
and the U.N. Security Council in particular. 


Sawt AI Shaab daily referred to King Hussein's latest tour in 
Europe and his talks on the Middle East problem. There is no 
doubt that the King has won fur the Arab cause greater support 
from European leaders and friendly nations of foe world through 
his relentless efforts and hard work. The King's participation in 
the Hague meetings to discuss foe safety for foe planet Earth and 
his talks in Holland and Britain on peace in the Middle East were 
part of his ongoing endeavours to give impetus to the peace 
process, the paper said.. 


The world according to Yitzhak Shamir 


By Gideon Rafael 


ONCE UPON a time, this coun¬ 
try was ruled by a Prime Minis¬ 
ters’ Gub: three men in a rickety 
boat shooting the swirling rapids 
of national crises. They navigated 
together, when weathering the 
storm of some major security 
mishaps, but each steered his 
independent course separately on 
the primary national issues. 

Where are they now? The 
minister of defence is immersed 
in foe turbulence of the uprising, 
foe minister of finance engaged in 
a rescue mission of the stranded 
economy, leaving foe third pas¬ 
senger, the incumbent prime 
minister, to bold the rudder with¬ 
out let or hindrance. Whether he 
dumped his companions or 
whether they inadvertently fell 
overboard is immaterial. What 
counts is that Shamir is in control, 
single-handed and single-minded. 

Indeed, he never had it so 
good. His Labour partners are 
suffering from advanced ideolo¬ 
gical deficiency-, his party oppo¬ 
nents are more or less domesti¬ 
cated; foe public, by and large, 
though worried, is resigned to the 
deadlocked peace process. The 
rebellious Palestinians don't 
much affect his show of equanim¬ 
ity: Rabin will bring them back to 
senses. After all, what can you 
expect from them? “Arabs are 
Arabs," reasons the prime 
minister. 


government succumbs not only to 
its settlement drive but also res¬ 
igns itself to the excesses of its 
vigilantes. Some of their 
methods, initially rejected by the 
government, have today become 
standard practice of tbe organs of 
security. 


“The premier sees the 
dissenters as enemies of 
the people, and Arab 
temptations of peace are 
dismissed as satanic 


verses. 
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Antagonistic world public 
opinion? So what. Restriction of 
access to foe trouble spots by the 
media and a well-orchestrated 
information campaign will take 
care of the problem. Political 
initiatives by foreign govern¬ 
ments? Arens will disabuse them. 
There thus remains the United 
States. So far all is quiet on foe 
Washington front. A few diver¬ 
sionary moves are likely to delay 
further its Middle Eastern take¬ 
off. 

The only thing that realty 
seems to upset the prime minister 
in his blissful world of make- 
believe is the disbelievers at 
home. He feels constrained to 
warn the public sternly against 
foe peace activists, denouncing 
them as a sinister force of peri¬ 
lous potential while at the same 
time ridiculing them as a marginal 
bunch of noise-makers. The dis¬ 
senters are enemies of foe people 
and Arab temptations of peace 
are dismissed as satanic verses; 

Unwilling to rein in Gush Emu- 
nim, the self-chosen redeemer of 
the Whole Land of Israel, the 


The stem measures which foe 
government feels bound to take 
against rioters and demonstrators 
in the territories are directed by a 
minister from the ranks of 
Labour. They are corroding not 
only the ideological and moral 
integrity of his party, but the 
country's democratic funda¬ 
ments. The grey areas, to use a 
term of the cbief-of-staff, be¬ 
tween law and lawlessness are 
expanding. Violence, spreading 
from the territories, begins to 
penetrate the blood-stream of foe 
nation, similar to the drugs when 
they became easily available in 
foe wake of foe war in Lebanon. 

The ultimate aim of Shamir's 
policy and foe supreme article of 
his faith is foe establishment of 
Israeli sovereignty over the 
Whole Land of Israel from the 
sea to the river. The more be 
feels challenged in the attainment 
of this goal, foe stronger he pro¬ 
nounces his unwavering adher¬ 
ence to it. In a recent interview 
with Arnaud de Borchgrave, foe 
editor of The Washington Times, 
he declared: “The Middle East 
dispute is about the whole of 
Eretz Yisrael. It belongs to us. It 
is nonsense to talk about a ter¬ 
ritorial solution in such a small 
territorial area." Doubters of the 
firmness of his commitment are 
reminded that Shamir’s intransi¬ 
gence is convictional unlike 
Rabin’s obstinacy which is con¬ 
genital. 

At home, the prime minister 
does not shy away from fierce 
confrontation with his opponents; 
but abroad, he tries to avoid 
frontal clashes by prevarication 
and procrastination. At home, he 
hurls his nyets like thunderbolts, 
abroad he sounds them sotte 
voce. Marking time is foe hall¬ 
mark of Shamir's diplomacy. It is 
designed to fortify his positions 
and to erode those of his adver¬ 
saries. 

Who says that Israel’s foreign 
policy lacks mobility? In one 


week alone in the. month of 
February the prime minis ter 
dined in Paris with foe president 
of France, foe foreign minister 
wrangled in Cairo with his Soviet 
counterpart and the president 
mourned in Tokyo foe departed 
emperor. The spring season is 
fully booked with roving di¬ 
plomacy. It will reach its peak in 
Washington in April. 

No doubt the intensity of this 
diplomatic mobility is generated 
by foe dynamics of tbe uprising. 
It is inconceivable that the prime 
minister, despite his nonchalant 
dismissal of the intifada as a 
passing nuisance, is not aware of 
its worldwide repercussions. He 
surely realises that foe road to 
formal annexation of the territor¬ 
ies is strewn with formidable 
obstacles. Arafat professed bis 
endorsement of resolution 242 
and willingness to live in peace 
with the state of Israel. 

The United States has engaged 
in a dialogue, hesitant but con¬ 
tinuing, with foe PLO. Washing¬ 
ton expects Israel to come for¬ 
ward with positive ideas meant to 
reduce the pressures in foe terri¬ 
tories and to restart the peace 
process. Moscow dangles foe car¬ 
rot of renewed relations for coop¬ 
eration with its peace program¬ 
me. The European Community 
appears united in its appreciation 
of Arafat’* moves. 

The prime minister, unable to 
take the obstacles by direct 
assault, tries to bypass them by a 
custom-tailored version of foe 
Camp David Accord. His plan 
means to substitute the limited 
transitional period of frill Palesti¬ 
nian autonomy with a permanent 
regime of Israel-controlled, res¬ 
tricted Palestinian self-adminis¬ 
tration of indefinite duration. 


At home, foe sentiment gains 
ground that Arafat’s proclaimed 
intentions should be put to the 
test of negotiation; that the upris¬ 
ing cannot be suppressed by sheer 
force but only be terminated by 
political means. Tbe public be¬ 
comes increasingly aware of tbe 
relationship between the econo¬ 
mic slowdown and foe flareup in 
the territories. Moreover, the 
moral predicament caused by the 
measures applied to subdue tbe 
intifada begins to disquieten an 
ever-growing sector of the 
population which until now has 
been rather unresponsive to the 
moral challenge. 

The prime minister, animated 
by his party's latest election suc¬ 
cess, mrimpressed by the sup¬ 
plications of its coalition partner, 
irritated by the unending uprising 
and bewildered by Israel’s grow¬ 
ing international difficulties, is 
sliding towards autocratic rule. 
Friend and foe have to realise, he 
proclaimed recently, that ‘if they 
want to solve foe Middle East 
dispute they have to talk to the 
Likud prime minister.” . 

Coalition or no coalition, Sha¬ 
mir has managed to carry out a 
not-exactly-fnendly takeover, 
while his Labour partner was 
occupied with bailing out its debt- 
ridden affiliates. “L’dtar e’esf 
moi, ” is the prime minister’s new 
motto, raisons d’etat its.motivat¬ 
ing force whose supreme arbiter 
Shamir intends to be. 

His opponents will be branded 
as defectors, foe media be muz¬ 
zled and his Labour partner muf¬ 
fled to a degree of complete 
unintelligibility. These are the 
prospects of Israel’s democracy if 
its supporters falter in the de¬ 
fence of our liberties and values. 
The striving for the mle over foe 


totality of tbe Land of Israel may 
lead to a regime of total rule over 
foe people of Israel perverting its 
free humanistic society and keep¬ 
ing the country embroiled m 
permanent war. 

In such circumstances, what 
(foes the future hold in store for 
the Pales tinians ? Some nine yearn 
ago, this Writer speculated on this 
question iir an article in The 
Jerusalem Post, “Side by side 
.wiih a rational search for a solu¬ 
tion of the Palestinian problem 
there exists in the country an 


u 


The striving for the 


table and not on foe b&tffefield; 
where foe world cornmanity rec¬ 
ognises self-preservation and self- 
determination as inalienable 


rule over the totality of rights of people? 


the Land of Israel may 
lead to a regime of total 
rule over the people of 
Israel, perverting its free 
humanistic society and 
keeping the country 
embroiled in permanent 
war.” 
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irrational approach to foe prob¬ 
lem. Its supporters, mured in mys¬ 
ticism and militancy, seem to 
believe that a cataclysmic event 
would relieve Israel of the 
Palestinian issue. Indeed it may. 
but in the same way as Samson 
solved his predicament when he 
buried himself in the ruins of the 
bouse he had brought down over 
the heads of the Philistines. No¬ 
thing is more dangerous to 
humanity than unbridled obses¬ 
sion running wild.” 

Developments over the last 
nine years seem to warrant foe 
validity of foe foreboding. Suffice 
it to remember what foe court 
proceedings against the members 
of the so-called Jewish under¬ 
ground revealed. Since then the 
idea df deportation has become 
institutionalised in -the Knesset. 

Prime Minister Shamir alludes 
to the subject in his own way. In a 
recent statement he declared: 
“Were the dispute only between 
Israel and the Palestinians, it 
would have been over a long time 
ago, because they are not a very 
hard nut to crack.” 

What, then, retards the “crack¬ 
ing of foe nut?” “It is,” in the 
prime minister’s view, “the refus¬ 
al of foe Arab World and its 
armies to accept Israel’s exist¬ 
ence.” • 

The Arabs want war. Israel will 
.defeat them and the Palestinian 
malady will be cured, presumably 
by Gandhi's prescription. This is 
foe work! according to Prime 
Minister Shamir: a world where 


The misreading of the political, 
psychological, economical, moral, 
demographic and strategic map of 
the contemporary world is 
fraught with disaster. Sharon’s 
misinterpretation of Secretary 
Haig’s benevolent nod in May 
1982 as endorsement of his hareb¬ 
rained schemes in Lebanon, 
vanished abruptly when an en¬ 
raged President Reagan phoned 
Prone Minister Begin in August 
to cease immediately the heavy 
bombing of Beirut, of which foe 
minister of defence had omitted 
td inform his prime minister. This 
was foe turning point of Israel's 
misfortunes in Lebanon and the 
beginning of Begin’s political de¬ 
mise. 

Similarly, a misreading of 
Washington's present attitude of 
“playing it cool" may produce a 
rude awakening all around, when 
tbe new administration has 
warmed up for action, realising 
that benign neglect will increase 
foe dangers of a wider conflagra¬ 
tion inherent in a situation of 
unabated violence. 

The supreme duty of govern¬ 
ment is to envision the consequ¬ 
ences of its policies and actions. 
Shamir's course of negation, 
stagnation and isolation will 
neither advance his designs for 
the whole of the Land of Israel 
nor secure foe future of tbe State 
of Israel. No state in the world 
can provide alone its needs of 
security, growth, peace and well 
being of its people. 

But, above all, Israelis and 
Palestinians, sharing the same 
land, must realise that they can¬ 
not ensure their own separate 
national existence by perpetual 
combat but only by a bold act of 
conciliation and mutual conces¬ 
sion. The time is ripe to try it. 

[The writer is former director- 
general of the Israeli foreign 
ministry. The artide is reprinted 
from the Jerusalem Post. 


Doctoral thesis uncovers widespread nepotism in Brazil 


By Jorge Mederos 

The Associated Press 


BRASILIA, Brazil — For her 
doctoral thesis in political scien¬ 
ce, Maria Aparecida de Oliveira 
did some research into govern¬ 
ment nepotism. What she turned 
up became a front-page, nation¬ 
wide scandal. 

At a time when President Jose 
Sarney pledged to lay off 
90,000 government functionaries 
as part of a drastic plan to halt 
' 1,000 per cent-plus annual infla¬ 
tion, Ms. Oliveira said she disco¬ 
vered that nearly half the 560 
members of Brazil's two-house 
congress have relatives — lots of 
them — in soft, high-paying 
federal jobs. 

She said senators and repre¬ 
sentatives employ wives, sons, 
daughters, brothers, sisters, 
nephews and nieces as “advisers." 
They make the equivalent of 
$2,000 to S4.000 a month in a 
country where the government- 
set minimum wage is $64 a 
month. 

The 37-year-old graduate stu¬ 
dent at the National University of 
Brasilia, who also works as a fact 
checker in Brasilia for the Rio de 
Janeiro newspaper Journal do 
Brasil, released her findings to 
foe press before submitting her 
thesis to her professors. 

Her revelations brought out¬ 
cries for a cleanup. They also 
resulted in angry warnings from 
some congressional staffers to 
Ms. Oliveira to keep her nose out 
of their affairs. 


Ms. Oliveira said, 197 of the 485 
members employ 279 relatives. 
Representative Pedro Ceolin 
Sobrmho, of the conservative 
Liberal Front Party, is the leader 
with 10 family members on bis 
staff. 

Representative Jose Mauricio 
Lin hares Barreto, of the left¬ 
leaning Democratic Labour Par¬ 
ty, put his 14-year-old son in an 
advisory post at $1,176 a month, 
foe study said. 

It also counted 32 of foe 75 
senators as being nepotistic, led 
by Sen. Humberto Lucena. The 
former senate president, from 
Samey's centrist Brazilian Demo¬ 
cratic Movement Party, has four 
children, a brother, a son-in-law, 
a niece and a sister-in-law on his 
payroll. 

“My conscience is clear,” 
Lucena said. “We are talking 
about ‘confidential appoint-, 
meats,’ permitted by law. My 
relatives serving in these posts 


will work only as long as I am in 
office. They will not become 
permanent congressional staff 
members. 

“I hired my son-in-law, now 
divorced from one of my daugh¬ 
ters, as a technical adviser, not 
because of our relationship but 
because of his high competence. 
My brother Solon was hired by 
another senator, not by me.” 


Another star of nepotism, Ms. 
Oliveira said, is the president's 
daughter, Roseana Sarney, who 
joined foe staff of congress when 
her father was a senator. She now 
makes foe equivalent of $4,000 a 
month while living in Rio de 
Janeiro, 1,200 kilometres from 
Brasilia, where congress is lo¬ 
cated. 


Senators and representatives 
may legally hire “advisers." Con¬ 
gress members also are given, at 
taxpayer expense, cars and driv¬ 
ers, apartments in Brasilia, free 


mail and telephone use, and free 
plane tickets to and from their 
home states. 

“What's immoral is foe nepot¬ 
ism," said Ms. Oliveira, who has 
degrees in economics, agronomy 
and journalism. 

Adiison Abreu Dalian, a judge 
and the author of foe book “The 
Civil Servant,’’ said in an inter¬ 
view that administrative corrup¬ 
tion has become “part of Brazi¬ 
lian culture — everybody wants 
something.” 

He said the roots of the prob¬ 
lem go ■ bads nearly 500 years 
when Brazilian colonists received 
grants, favours and hereditary 
titles from kings of Portugal. 

Villas-Boas Correa, a widely 
read political columnist, said the 
nepotism scandal “degrades con¬ 
gress and political parties and is 
an invitation for a military coup, 
justified on ground of morality." 

He added that, like congress. 


state legislatures and city halls 
throughout this nation of 144 
million “are full of ‘ghosts,’ civil 
servants who do no work and 
show up only to pick up their 
paychecks." 

The first secretary of foe sen¬ 
ate, Antonio Mendes Canal/e, 
said that as a result of Ms. 
Oliveira's findings, the senate will 
draw up a list to see who does 
what and works where. 

But the speaker of the house, 
representative Antonio Paes de 
Andrade, who serves as acting 
president when Sarney is out of 
tbe country, said staff hiring is 
each legislator's “exclusive re¬ 
sponsibility.’' 


Soon afterward, Paes de 
Andrade made news when, while 
Sarney was in Japan for Emperor 
Hirohito's funeral in February, 
he loaded two presidential jets 
with friends, relatives, political 
cronies and journalists and flew 




“This was not a cheap trick to 
sell newspapers or. as some peo¬ 
ple have charged, to provoke a 
military takeover of congress,” 
Ms. OUveira said in an interview. 
“I did it in the interest of Brazi¬ 
lian national sovereignty.” 

Civilian government returned 
to Brazil in 1985 after 21 years of 
military rule.. Officials promised 
an idealistic “new republic,” but 
foe new administration has been 
plagued by constant denuncia¬ 
tions of corruption and waste. 


"Unfortunately, our new 
democracy is confined to paper," 
Ms. Oliveira said. “It has not 
readied people's consciences.” 

She said she gathered data for 
her study “from foe congressional 
payroll, with help from senators 
and representatives who do not 
practice nepotism.” She con¬ 
cluded the practice exists across 
the political spectrum, from right 
to left. 

In foe house of representatives. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away i$ available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30*Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


t 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take awayanttabSm 
Open daily 12:00-15-30 
18:00-23:30 


WadiSaqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

s Tel: 661922 y 
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enmity is irreconcilable axxf milit¬ 
ary force the sole arbiterpf the 
destiny of nations; where rejec¬ 
tion prevails over acoeptefioe and 
time stands stilL _ V : ' 

But is this the real world? The 
world of the approach 21st 
century where foe ice of deep- 
frozen conflicts begins fib'melt; 
where the superpowers are. mov¬ 
ing away from coofroh tatioa . 10 - 
wards cooperation; where'inter¬ 
national conflicts increasmgfy are 
being settled at the conference 
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them to a welcoming ceremony in 
his home town in Brazil’s im- 1 
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Bethlehem bride — early 20th Century. The bride is 
wearing the shatweh (Bethlehem hat) decorated with gold 
and silver coins. 


TEXTILES and embroidery have 
long played a central part in 
Palestinian life, and since for 
many centuries the land was a 
meeting place of different cul¬ 
tures, an exceptionally rich varie¬ 
ty of styles has developed there. 

In a newly published book 
Palestinian Costume. Jehan Ra¬ 
jab looks at the garments worn by 
three distinct groups: the Bala- 
din, or townsfolk, who made up 
the sophisticated commercial 
population and were most open 
to foreign influences, the Fellahin 
or villagers, from whom came the 
most beautiful embroideries and 
the Bedu, whose embroidery and 
clothes were influenced by village 
styles but had their own indi¬ 
vidual features. 

Clothes are functional articles 
that have to meet the needs of 
working life. They are influenced 
by the environment and were in 
the past affected by the availabil¬ 
ity of natural materials. Village 
women wove, dyed and embroi¬ 
dered their clothes and some¬ 
times those of their menfolk. 
Because it was worked on perish¬ 
ables such as clothing or house¬ 
hold items, little of their craft 
remains that dates back further 
than about the mid-nineteenth 
century. Until recently full use 
was made of every article, either 
until it wore out or was recycled 
by being turned into wiping rags 
or pot holders. 

Silver folk jewellery was not 
usually passed on from mother to 
daughter, as is frequently the case 
elsewhere. Every bride received 
on marriage new jewellery 
(perhaps from old jewellery 
melted down) that represented 
her financial security, which was 
why it needed to be new, not 


already worn down by use. Clo¬ 
thing and textiles from the courts 
and towns have generally sur¬ 
vived longer than those from the 
villages. Many superb early Otto¬ 
man costumes and pieces of 
embroidery were preserved in the 
Topkapi Palace in Istanbul and 
this collection has told resear¬ 
chers a good deal about changes 
that took place in design, colour 
and fabrics and thus something 
about the social conditions of the 
time. This is just as applicable to 
folk costume, which reveals so 
much of the lives and circumst¬ 
ances of the majority of the 
population. Rajah notes. Folk 
costume reveals the cultural and 
historical features of a society and 
provides evidence of its creative 
urge. 

The Bedu, for example, were 
finely adapted to their necessarily 
nomadic life in a harsh environ¬ 
ment. It was impossible for them 
to carry much in the way of 
wordly goods so their creative 
urges were channelled into weav¬ 
ing, embroidery and poetry. 

Palestine was a major cros¬ 
sroads of civilisation, a pan of the 
Fertile Crescent where man had 
his beginnings md a holy place 
for three religions. Accordingly, 
it was subject to the influence of 
many civilisations as well as to 
invasion from all quarters. 

These factors probably contri¬ 
bute to the diversity of costume 
which emerged over the years. 
Greek, Roman, Egyptian, Cru¬ 
sader and Turk all passed through 
the country, with each group ' 
leaving something of itself be¬ 
hind. The influence of the invad¬ 
er can be seen, for example, in 
the costumes and embroidery of 
those East European countries 


which came under Ottoman 
domination. The climate, reli¬ 
gious and other beliefs also play¬ 
ed their part. 

Before the advent of Islam the 
basic outlines of Middle Eastern 
garments were loose and flowing 
and the religion encouraged a 
continuation of that style. Islam 
laid emphasis on modesty of be¬ 
haviour for both men and 
women. Aside from being suit- 

BOOK REVIEW 

able for frequently harsh climatic 
conditions, such garments did not 
reveal too much of the figure so 
preserving decorum in appear¬ 
ance and conduct. 

As the author points out, 
young Palestinian girls began to 
learn their stitches between the 
ages of six and ten years old. 
After the day's work had been 
done but while the light was still 
good, the women would gather 
outside their doorways to sit and 
talk and work on their 
embroidery and help the small 
girls with their first stitches. They 


were expected by the time of 
their wedding to have finished 
their bridal dress, cushion covers 
and other household items for 
their new home. Indeed, a 
-prospective bride was assessed 
not only on her general character, 
health and looks but her 
embroidery was also examined 
and commented on, for its execu¬ 
tion was considered a good in¬ 
dication of her personality. 
Embroidery has persisted among 
the Palestinians to the present 
day, although many of the old 
motifs and patterns have long 
since ceased to be used, with 
many probably lost permanently. 

In her book, which boasts a 
wealth of Palestinian photo¬ 
graphs and other striking illustra¬ 
tions, Jehan Rajab captures not 
only the history of Palestinian 
costume but also some of the rich 
cultural tradition of the Palestine 
region. Accessories, hairstyles, 
jewellery, superstitions, special 
festivals and stories from regional 
centres where weaving and 
dyeing were carried out — all are 
interwoven into her fascinating 
text. — Middle East Magazine. 



Palestinian Costume by Jehan Rajab. Published by Keegan Paul 
titter-national Ltd, P.O. Box 256, London WC1B 3SW. 


Woman from Sinai area (modern). 


Jamaica — cleaning up 


The original cosmic spark 


The new government in Jamaica is carrying 
forward the campaign begun by the pre¬ 
vious government to clean-up the buses. 
There is a crackdown on smoking, eating, 
drinking and playing music loudly. 


The search for a new structural form of matter will now 
.receive further support in the form of one of the Promotion 
Prizes awarded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeins - 
chaft (German Research Association)' under the aegis of 
their Gottfried Wiihelm Leibniz Programme. The prizes 
represent a sum of DM 3 million and are expected to be 
used for further research. The most fascinating “applica¬ 
tion" of this search for the mysterious “quark matter" is the 
fact that the basic spark of the universe could flare up 
during the fusion of atomic nuclei. 


LEUKIPPOS , the pre-Christian 
Greek, natural philosopher, who 
on the. basis of simple thought 
processes stumbled upon the con- 
• cept of an atomistic structure of 
all matter, would probably, be 
amazed at the lavish measures 
being undertaken in the 20th cen¬ 
tury to track down matter's very 
last indivisible components. Us¬ 
ing fantastically expensive 
machinery research centres 
throughout the world continue to 
break down the proton and the 
neutron, the two components of 
the atomic nucleus, or as a prize- 
winning research group headed by 
Professor Reinbard'Stock, a nuc¬ 
lear physicist from Frankfurt, did 
reassemble them. "The cost of 
our experiments is somewhere in 
the middle of the cost scale be¬ 
tween very, very expensive for 
those in high-energy physics and 
considerably cheaper for those in 
nuclear physics. The experiment 
we are currently doing at GERN 
would cost about DM 20 million if 
we had to start from scratch," 
.maintains Stock, adding that ‘it 
has kept 59 physicists busy for a 
period of eight years." 

What has prompted physicists 
from all over the world to join 


forces for several years now in the 
joint project “NA 35” at the 
Europeab Laboratory for Particle 
Physics CERN In'Geneva are the 
elemental components of the 
world: quarks. In the final analy¬ 
sis flie components of the atomic 
nucleus proton and neutron con¬ 
sist of them. The quarks, howev¬ 
er, are “stuck together” in the 
atomic components like Siamese 
triplets due to one- of the four 
banc physical forces, the "strong 
force." They do not occur in a 
free state in nature. Stock and his 
group want to make the quarks 
embedded in this strong force 
“glue” somewhat more mobile by 
packing them closer together 
than they normally are in an 
atomic nucleus. If they succeed, - 
they will have achieved a new 
constitutional structure in which 
"the quarks float around freely, 
as in a gas. We want to unleash 
them in great volume and see 
what qualities they turn up." It at 
all, this quark matter can only 
form at inconceivably high 
temperatures; the researchers 
will have to heat up the atomic 
nucleus to at least one billion 
degrees Celsius in order to gener¬ 
ate their boiling plasma. Because 


this new state of matter can only 
be generated using the brute 
force of particle projectiles, the 
researchers require the high ener¬ 
gy accelerator at CERN. Cur¬ 
rently they are shooting sulfurous 
atomic nuclei at gold foil. When a 
sulfur ion collides with a gold ion, 
228 protons and neutrons fuse 
and are pressed together to form 
more than double the density. A 
tiny fireball forms which im¬ 
mediately splits apart again. This 


explosions consist of highly dense 
nuclear matter, which may even 
form quark plasma. On the other 
hand, cosmologists investigating 
the origins of the universe assume 
that quark plasma could be the 
basic form of all matter existing at 
the be ginnin g of the universe in 
the Big Bang. “In the begin¬ 
ning,” Stock states, “this quark 
matter condensed into small 
drops. These drops are the pro¬ 
tons and neutrons, which our 


takes no longer than nuclei mov-'f present universe consists, of/* A 
jng'almost at the speed of H^t^^ftii^ eFtiieiyansition’froHi qiiArk 
need to pierce each other: that is,—matter to protons and neutrons 


the fraction of a second with a 
denominator comprised of one 
and 24 zeros. 

Only the elementary particle 
bursts, which occur in hundreds 
during this mini-explosion, be¬ 
come visible experimentally. 
Their traces can be visualised in a 
“streamer chamber" specially de¬ 
signed for this purpose and then 
captured on 70-mm film. The 
type and quantity of the frag¬ 
ments that occur during the bur¬ 
sting of the fireball provide in¬ 
formation about the processes 
inside it. 

In this context, the researchers 
are primarily interested in obtain¬ 
ing a better understanding of the 
strong force which “holds the 
quarks together" and thus 
according to Stock “the whole of 
the inner world.” However, there 
is another motive at the back of 
this Faustian curiosity; that is, 
how unresolved questions about 
the creation of the universe 
should be tackled. On the one 
band, it is assumed that neutron 
stars or the remains of super-nova 


on a laboratory scale could there¬ 
fore help clarify some of the 
cosmological questions that have 
not yet been answered. 

For the time being, though, the 
experts are not even sure that this 
quark matter has even shown up 
in the experiments conducted so 
for. The initial evaluation has not 
produced anything more than en¬ 
couraging indications to the effect 
that it really does form. This, 
however, is not surprising since 
the theories held have no irrefut¬ 
able criteria to offer for the exist¬ 
ence of quark plasma, as Stock 
freely admits. Furthermore, 
thousands of photos taken in the 
-measuring chamber still await te¬ 
dious evaluation by research 
assistants. The automation of this 
work is the next point on the 
programme. This is why the prize 
money awarded by the Deutsche 
Forschungsmeinschaft has come 
at the right time for Stock. “The 
Leibniz Prize is a wonderful pre¬ 
sent. It will allow me to plan 
more flexibly and unbureaucra- 
tically." 


By Valerie Yearwood 

KINGSTON. Jamaica — 
Jamaica's chaotic public transport 
service may at last be getting a 
new look. 

At the end of last year the 
government slapped a ban on 
smoking, eating and drinking on 
the “minibuses" that roar and 
jostle their way through Kings¬ 
ton. It has also barred drivers 
from playing loud music. 

The new Transport Minister, 
Bobby Pickersgill, has endorsed a 
crackdown. 

He has warned drivers and 
bus-owners that the People's 
National Party (PNP), which won 
the Feb. 9 general election, anil 
not tolerate the return of music to 
the over-crowded buses. 

“Yes, we say that we put peo¬ 
ple first,” he said, recalling the 
PNP’s new campaign slogan. 
"But that does not mean that 
they should break the law of the 
society, and this government will 
not allow that to happen.” 

Under the new regulations, bus 
operators will also have to issue 
tickets to paying passengers, driv¬ 
ers must keep a logbook, and 
route and time-table information 
must be prominently displayed. 

It has taken more than a de¬ 
cade for the Transport Ministry 
to put the brakes on the rough- 
and-tumble private transport 
system. 

It was in the mid-1970s that the 
“minibuses" — which, despite 
their name, can comfortably seat 
as many as 28 people and 
accommodate a dozen standing 
— began to encroach on the 
routes plied by state buses. 

They came fully into their 
own when the previous Edward 


Seaga government closed the 
loss-making Jamaica Omnibus 
Service (JOS). 

JOS routes were franchised to 
private operators, who further 
sub-franchised them. 

But bus operators have come 
under fire because of loud music, 
raring on the roads, a refusal to 
transport schoolchildren at a low¬ 
er fare, and the ill manners of 
some crews. 

Still, the government's clamp- 
down has had a mixed reception. 
Several young Jamaicans have 
complained about the noise 
abatement regulation, suggesting 


that those who don’t like loud 
music should pick quieter buses. 

Several bus crews also say that 
having music on the vehicles and 
giving them an attractive paint 
job and accessories were part of 
the lure in the highly competitive 
transport sector. 

But radio talk-show. host. 
Neville James, agrees with the 
government's ruling that "all 
noise-making devices will have to 
be removed from the buses.” 

James complained: "Often you 
can hear the music before you can 
hear the engine of the buses.” 

He said the music was usually 
so loud as to render conversation 
impossible or cause a hearing 
injury. 

Some Jamaicans who don't like 
the music said they would be 
happy to take other buses, but 
that with the overcrowded system 
there was not much freedom of 
choice. 


However, improvements are 
on the way, with 50 new 45-seat 
Mercedes-Benz buses from Brazil 
worth 12 million Jamaican dollars 
(nearly S2.2) due early this year. 

A leader In the previous gov¬ 
ernment has said that Jamaica 
derided to import the vehicles 
from Brazil because they were 
"made to first world specifica¬ 
tions but sold at Third World 
prices." 

In November, Jamaica also 
signed a contract to import 90 
buses from India. 

Other welcome news is that the 
accident rate has dropped by 60 
per cent since the strict regula¬ 
tions for public transport vehicles 
were introduced. 

This has been welcomed by 
insurance companies, some of 
which had threatened to with¬ 
draw coverage of public transport 
vehicles because of the high acci¬ 
dent rate — Panos , 



Jamaican passengers wait for the promised cleaner, quieter and less crowded bus service. 


Moral decline and apathy behind the Iron curtain 


By Michael Wise 
Reuter 

PRAGUE — AIDS (Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome) is 
used as a metaphor for moral 
decay and sloth in Czechoslova¬ 
kia in a new film by once-banned 
filmmaker Vera Cbytilova. 

A splotch of blood is depicted 
on a poster outside the cinema in 
Prague’s Wenceslas square where 
“a tainted horseplay." said to be 
the first film in the East Bloc 
about AIDS, had its premiere 
this month. The poster describes 
the film as “a tragicomedy of 
three friends fatally threatened 
by AIDS 

"For me it is a film about threat 
and menace," said Chytilova. 

The three male protagonists go 
through a whirl 01 sexual antics, 
sleeping with one Mothers' girl¬ 
friends amid scenes of corruption 
and intellectual dishonesty until 


one comes down with the AIDS 
virus. 

“What can you do expect have 
fun in this corrupted jungle?" 
asks one of the men, voicing a 
resigned attitude common among 
many of his compatriots, who 
have focused on private pursuits 
since their hopes of political in¬ 
volvement were dashed by the 
1968 Soviet-led invasion 

Czechoslovaks have long had 
liberal attitudes to sex. “It used 
to be said that when there was a 
blackout, children would be born 
nine months later. A certain 
darkness can cause many things,” ■ 
Chytilova said of the invasion's 
impact. 

“We are finding out that there 
is not enough space (here) for the 
development of personality and 
this leads to moral deforma¬ 
tions,” she told reporters during 
an interview. 

“People cannot really apply 


their talents. Certainly one has 
internal freedom but it is the 
freedom in decision-making 
that’s important. One should be 
able to deride one's own des¬ 
tiny.” 

In "a tainted horseplay” moral 
decline and apathy affect much 
more than just the sexual realm. 

Those who obey 

A bookkeeper takes bribes to 
ignore graft, a theatre director 
bows to censorship and a Com¬ 
munist Party candidate member, 
echoing party chief Milos Jakes, 
presses his colleagues to work 
harder while offering little in re¬ 
turn. 

“It’s not only Mr. Jakes but 
other people who say the same 
thing,” Chytilova, 60, said. 
“They’ve been telling us that for 
decades. We all know we should 
work harder but we work less 
bemuse we underestimate the 


meaning of work. 

“We don’t see the results. We 
see'ixresponsibility and we don’t 
see people who make errors 
being punished. So in a sense 
everything is allowed, everything 
is possible." 

Cbytilova wears oversized 
spectacles on a face of beauty 
recalling her early work as a 
fashion model. 

She was one of the most in¬ 
novative figures to'emerge from 
the so-called new wave of 
Czechoslovak film in the 1960s, 
alongside Oscar-winning Jiri 
Menzel and Milos Forman. 

Chytilova was barred from 
filmmaking for six years after 
1968 because her previous films 
were regarded as promoting the 
Prague spring reform movement. 

Unlike Forman and other col¬ 
leagues who fled to the West, 
Chytilova chose to stay in her 
homeland. Many who did were 


forced to repudiate their earlier 
films . 

Cbytilova would not recant. 
Since her 1976 return to the 
screen she has continued to make 
unconventional movies that chal¬ 
lenge the way Czechoslovaks 
look at their world. 

“When (in 1968) we firmly 
believed that what we did was 
important because we could influ¬ 
ence people, change their moral¬ 
ity through our films. We shook 
hands with the audiences. 

“But afterwards it became de¬ 
termined (from above) what can 
and cannot be said. The real 
problems were considered anti- 
Sorialist. I never agreed with that 
and always argued that the only 
good films are involved films pre¬ 
senting real problems." 

AIDS has killed three Czechos¬ 
lovaks, 115 are infected and nine 
are acutely ill,'according to offi¬ 
cial figures. About half those 


infected are homosexual or bisex¬ 
ual. The number of cases is ex¬ 
pected to rise over the next few 
years. 

“The problem is underesti¬ 
mated here because we’re not 
threatened by it that much yet,” 
said Chytilova. “I wanted to 
make a warning. But I also 
wanted to show that the roots of 
the problem are somewhere 
else.” 

Chytilova is one of some 3,000 
intellectuals and artists who 
signed a petition demanding the 
release of jailed playwright Vac¬ 
lav Havel and calling on the 
authorities to begin a dialogue on 
political reform. 

She has been able to broach 
many of the film’s broader 
themes because of a limited de¬ 
gree of openness granted by the 
conservative Communist lead¬ 
ership, which has resisted more 
far-reaching reforms under way 
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Iraq resumes petroleum 
exports from southern port 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq has started regular 
exports of petroleum products from its southern port 
of Kbor A1 Zubair, the oil ministry said Monday. 


. A ministry spokesman, who 
.was not identified, said the pet¬ 
roleum products were surplus 
-products from the nearfry Basra 
.refinery. 

The exports mark the first sig- 
• nificant Iraqi oil shipments 
through the Gulf since the war 
with Iran broke out in September 
1980. 

Khor AJ Zubair, which was 
reopened after the Aug. 20 cease¬ 
fire agreement with Iran halted 
fighting in the Gulf war, is linked 
to the Khar Abdullah waterway 
that runs into the northern Gulf 
west of the Sbatt AI Arab water¬ 
way. Iraq's- main outlet to the 
Gulf. 

The Basra refinery, heavily 
damaged during the eight-year- 
old Gulf war, resumed partial 
operations last month after re¬ 
pairs. 

The refinery, which had a pre¬ 
war capacity of 110,000 barrels a 
day, is currently producing an 
estimated 40,000 barrels a day. 
This is expected to rise to around 
70,000 barrels a day soon. 

The spokesman did not say 
what kinds of petroleum products 
have been exported, but they are 
believed to be fuel oil and lubri¬ 
cants. Volume is estimated at 


around 30,*000-35,000 barrels a 
day. 

The exports are carried in small 
shuttle tankers to the Jebel Ah 
storage compels in Dubai in the 
southern end of the Gulf, where 
they wOl be loaded onto bigger 
tankers for shipment abroad. 

Iraq also announced Monday 
that the $ISQ million project to 
build 10 new jetties at the south¬ 
ern port of Um Qasar will be 
completed by July. 

The Shatt Al Arab, the south¬ 
ern boundary between Iraq and 
Iran, remains closed because of a 
dispute between the two coun¬ 
tries over navigation rights, a 
problem that has helped deadlock 
peace talks. 

Large tankers are not able to 
load at Khor Al Zubair because 
of the shallow waters. 

Iraq began irregular small-scale 
petroleum exports from its Gulf 
ports immediately after ceasefire 
took effect, with tankers of 
around 20,000 tonnes ferrying ex¬ 
ports to Jebel All. 

Iraq's Gulf tanker routes were 
closed early in the war. That 
seriously impaired Iraq's vital oil 
exports, its economic mainstay. 

But Baghdad got around the 


problem by building pipelines 
through neighbouring Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia. It also trucked 
oil exports through Jordan, to the 
port of Aqaba, and through 
Turkey. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Al Cba- 
labi said last month that the 
volume cracked overland will de- 


through the Gulf. 

Respecting quota 

The minister also affirmed that 
Iraq is strictly abiding by its 
OPEC production quota despite 

increased oil output capacity. 

“We affirm our full commit¬ 
ment to the OPEC accord 
although Iraq's oil production 
and export capacity is steadily 
increasing," the United Arab 
Emirates newspaper Al Ittihad 
quoted him as saying. 

Cbalabi did not elaborate on 
the increased output capacity. 
OPEC (the Organisation of Pet¬ 
roleum Exporting Countries) 
gave Iraq a quota of 2.640 mini on 
barrels per day (b/d) for the first 
six months of 1989. 

Output below ceiling 

Meanwhile crude oil supply by 
12 of the 13 OPEC member states 
was below their combined quota 
ceiling in February, the Nicosia- 
based Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) said Monday. 


China premier admits mistakes 
in reforms, promises austerity 


PEKING (R) — Premier Li Peng 
opened the annual session of par¬ 
liament Monday, admitting mis¬ 
takes in China's reform program¬ 
me and promising several years 
of austerity to correct them. 

But his unusually frank re¬ 
marks went unheard by the 
architect of the 10-year-old re¬ 
forms, 84-year-old senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping, who did not 
attend the meeting. 

"We... had shortcomings and 
mistakes in our guidance," Li 
said. “Generally there was a 
tendency to be too impatient for 
quick results in economic and 
social development." 


Li spoke to nearly 3,000 dele¬ 
gates to the National People's 
Congress in the cavernous Great 
Hall of the People in the heart of 
Peking. 

Deng's right-hand man. Com¬ 
munist Party chief Zhao Ziyang, 
sat on the podium, occasionally 
marking his copy of the premier's 
speech. 

Zhao has come under criticism 
for his handling of the economy, 
taking the blame for bank runs, 
panic buying and the worst infla¬ 
tion since foe communists seized 
power in .1949. 

An austerity programme was 


imposed last September to cut 
government spending and cool 
foe overheated economy but in¬ 
flation still reached 18.5 per cent 
and soared to more than 30 per 
cent in cities. 

Li said foe austerity policy, 
which he has spearheaded, was 
correct but results so far fell “far 
short of foe goal of improvement 
and rectification." 

“Both government and people 
should be mentally prepared fora 
few years of austerity,” he said.. 

The 60-year-old leader, a 
Soviet trained technocrat, prom¬ 
ised tougher controls on prices 


and tighter credit to halt official 
overspending. 

Diplomats called the prescrip¬ 
tion “a complete absence of new 
reform direction." 

"The theme was more control, 
more regulation." said a Western 
diplomat, though an East Euro¬ 
pean envoy described it more 
charitably as realistic. 

Li called for a continued open¬ 
ing to foe West, a key part of foe 
reform programme, underscoring 
foe need for foreign capital and 
technology and praising an im¬ 
provement in Sino-U.S. econo¬ 
mic and trade ties. 


Mexican government to retain oil sector 


MEXICO CITY (Agencies) — 
Mexico has no intention of relin¬ 
quishing state control over the 
country's oil industiy, which in 
1988 provided almost half foe 
government’s total income. Presi¬ 
dent Carlos Salinas De Gortari 
has said. 

The government “will maintain 
not only foe property but also the 
control of this strategic industry," 
Salinas said in a ceremony 
■marking the 51st anniversary of 
the expropriation of foe Mexican 
.oil industiy. 

Salinas's remarks were an 
apparent bid to refute reports 
that his government was planning 
to privatise parts of state oil firm 
Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex) 
following foe dramatic arrest of 
the leaders of the country’s 
powerful oil workers union in 
January. 

“Petroleos Mexicanos is the 
nation's and will continue to be in 


order that it always serve the 
people of Mexico," Salinas said. 

Mexico, the world’s fourth 
largest oil exporter, continues to 
rely heavily on petroleum to fi¬ 
nance government operations, 
despite recent efforts to diversify 
foe country's economy in foe 
wake of falling international oil 
prices. 

Pemex Director-General Fran¬ 
cisco Rojas said the company 
provided 46 per cent of foe gov¬ 
ernment's total income in 1988. 

Union leader Joaquin Hernan¬ 
dez Galicia has said his arrest 
with more than 40 other union 
officials in January on arms stock¬ 
piling and murder charges was 
caused by his objections to what 
he said were Salinas government 
plans to break up Pemex. 

Pemex has said that Mexico's 
petroleum reserves dropped by 
two per cent over foe past year as 
exploration for new oilfields lag¬ 


ged behind production. 

Reserves also declined after 
Mexico derided not to open new 
oilfields to producton because of 
low world market prices, Pemex 
said in its annual report. 

Pemex placed Mexico's total 
liquid hydrocarbon reserves, 
which include crude oil and con¬ 
densates, at 67.6 billion barrels as 
of Jan. 1. 

Crude oil production remained 
steady at an average of 2.506 
million barrels a day, foe max¬ 
imum allowed under Mexico's 


said. 

Mexico exported oil to 20 
countries, nearly half foe crude 
sold abroad went to the United 
States, making Mexico that coun¬ 
try's sixfo-largest supplier. 

In addition to its traditional 
heavy Maya and light Isthmus 
grades. Mexico began exporting 
small quantities of an extra-light 
crude called OLmeca, high-octane 
gasoline and other refined pro¬ 
ducts in 1988, foe report said. 

Pemex netted a profit of S3.885 
billion on its foreign sales over 


fuel conservation laws. Natural' the year, foe report said, 
gas production also held steady at Pemex drilled 33 exploratory 
3.478 million cubic feet daily over .and 111 development wells, 87 of 
the 12-monfo period* foe report which were productive. But in- 


said. 

Exports of crude averaged 
1.307 million barrels per day and 
$12.24 a barrel, netting $5,855 
billion and accounting for about 
one-third of Mexico’s total export 
revenues for the year, the report 


stead of pushing for new fields, 
the monopoly concentrated on an 
industrialisation programme, foe 
report said. 

Production of 46 petrochemic¬ 
als increased by 12 per cent, to 
15.462 million tons, it said. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — The 
Iranian parliament Monday rati¬ 
fied a $140 billion budget on foe 
Iasi day of the Iranian calendar, 
Tehran radio reported. 

The radio, monitored in Nico¬ 
sia, said that the budget was 
approved by parliament and rati¬ 
fied by the Guardian Council 
which vets all parliamentary bills 
to determine whether they comp¬ 
ly with Islam and the constitu¬ 
tion. 

The Guardian Council made 
some amendments to the budget 
and dropped other items from the 
budget because they did not com¬ 
ply, the radio said. It did not' 
detail changes. 

Approval followed twelve days 
of lengthy debates. 

Earlier this moQth the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA), 
also monitored in Nicosia, re¬ 
ported that a $123.7 billion 
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budget had been “approved in 
principle” by the parliament. 

But no explanation was given 
either by the radio or IRNA 
about the $17 billion increase in 
the budget announced Monday. 

A newspaper report published 
in January by foe Farsi language 
Resaiat Daily revealed a secret 
amendment contained in the 
budget, but gave no details about 
what foe amendment was. 

However, the report de¬ 
nounced the country's domestic 
debt, blaming it for foe country's 
soaring inflation and for cash flow 
problems in foe private sector. 

The Mujahedeen Khalq (Peo¬ 
ple’s Holy Warriors), the largest 


Iranian opposition group, 
claimed in a report telexed from 
its headquarters in Baghdad that 
it had obtained a copy of the 
confidential budget bill. 

According to foe report, gov¬ 
ernment expenditures far out¬ 
weigh revenues. 

The resistance group said the 
budget anticipated a total re¬ 
venue of $45 billion in foe coming 
year, while expenditure is plan¬ 
ned at $61 billion, leaving a short¬ 
fall of $16 billion. 

The report said that if domestic 
borrowing from foe central bank 
is taken into account, foe deficit 
almost doubles to $35 billion. 

The shortfall, the report 
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claimed, is due to foe govern¬ 
ment's concentration on military 
buildup at the expense of other 
sectors of foe economy. 

Allocations to foe ministry of 
defence, and foe parliamentary 
Guard Corps account for more 
than $8.5 billion, more than 
seven per cent of foe total 
budget, the report claimed, 
adding that these figures do not 
represent foe total allocations to 
defence. 

Following the Aug. 20 cease¬ 
fire in the Iran-Iraq war, Tehran 
has been claiming that its priori; 
ties lie in reconstruction of vast 
sectors of the economy destroyed 
by the war. 

On Saturday, parliament 
approved foe state-run central 
bank to borrow up to $1 billion to 
be spent on power generation 
provided that repayment of the 
loan does not exceed S150 million 
annually, Tehran radio reported 
earlier. 

The report did not specify who 
the bank could borrow from, but 
due to the emphasis on favour¬ 
able terms of borrowing, it is 
believed that the money will be 
sought abroad. 


Fresh whiff of inflation sends 
stocks down around the world 


The weekly newsletter said an 
OPEC committee which met in 
Vienna last week concluded that 
supply by the 12 amounted to 
17.433 million b/d compared with 
a limit for the 12 of 17.512 mil- 
UoD. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), which (fid not send a 


LONDON (R) — A whiff of. in the United States. Higher oil 
inflation sent world stock markets prices are also stoking concern 


further into decline Monday as 

investors sold shares in readiness u s a* biggest 

to take quick advantage of any ^ t0 (s haS) prices at the 
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about inflation. 


pend on the amount exported representative to foe meeting or 
through foe Gulf. submit any figures, was not in- 

Respecting quota eluded in foe survey, MEES said. 

TU- * 1 ..* In November OPEC set an 


output ceiling of 1 8.5 million b/d 
for all 13 members for the first 
half of 1989. 

Supply is calculated by adding 
domestic consumption to net ex¬ 
port sales and stodc withdrawals. 

The newsletter put total OFEC 
supply during foe month at 
18.938 million b/d after adding its 
own estimate of 1.5 million b/d 
for foe UAE. 

The UAE quota is 988,000 b/d. 

The figures are well below esti¬ 
mates for total OPEC output in 
February made by major oil com¬ 
panies. A Reuters survey for foe 
month put total OPEC oatput at 
19.65 million b/d. 

Of the 12 states in the OPEC 
survey, only Ecuador was well 
over its quota of 230,000 b/d with 
output put at 290,000, MEES 
said. 

Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s biggest 
producer, was right on quota at 
4.524 million h/d. 


□early 50 points after Washington 
said U.S. wholesale prices rose 
one per cent in February, foe 
same as in January and almost 
double what economists had ex¬ 
pected. 

A further rise in U.S. inflation 
on top of Friday's wholesale price 
data could jolt the markets by 
paving foe way for tighter credit 


Higher interest rates invariably 
lure rends from stocks and into 
interest-bearing accounts. It was 
higher interest-rates 17 months 
agp which contributed to foe 
flight out of shares that became 


known as the “Crash of 87.” 

Share analysts, however, were 
quick to rule out any resemblance 
between current share weakness 
and foe events of so-called “black 
Monday” when stock markets 
collapsed. 

Hie spotlight was on bow Us-, 
ited States markets would per¬ 
form, dealers said. Tokyo unset¬ 
tled Europe with a 366.21-point 
fall in the Nikkei average to 
31,654.80 points. Tokyo is dosed 
on Tuesday for the spring 
Equinox holiday. 

The market assumption is that 
inflation will prompt higher U.S. 
interest rates boosting foe dollar. 
But some traders say concern 
over foe costs of supporting U.S. 


savings and loan organisations 
and worries about provoking a 
recession could mean a delayed 
Fed reaction. 

“The dollar is still pretty strong 
but there is a feeling it’s a bit 
overbought/’ said Brad Bigga- 
dike, chief spot dealer at Nomura 
International Bank in London. 

The likelihood major .central 
banks would meet any dollar rally 
with concerted intervention was 
an additional incentive to take 
some profits from last week’s 
■ bull run, traders said. 

Gold finned in fariiy quiet 
business. Often bullion benefits 
from inflation fears as investors 
but it as a hedge. 


Argentina declares debt ‘unpayable’ 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — 
Argentina's foreign debt is “abso¬ 
lutely unpayable” and foe coun¬ 
try won’t even try to reduce its 
back payments until after nation¬ 
al elections May 11, central bank 
president Jose Luis Machinea 
said. 

“We made a payment of $270 
million during the last four 
months of 1988," Machinea said 
in an interview published Sunday 
by the newspaper “Pagina 12.” 

“That was foe last that we paid, 
and we're not able to pay any¬ 
thing more until after the elec¬ 
tions," he said. “After foe elec¬ 
tion, whoever is elected will have 
to discuss a common strategy,” 
with creditor-banks. 

Argentina’s nearly $59 billion 
debt is third-highest among de¬ 
veloping countries. Its payments 
on foe principal amounts of the 
loans has been deferred, but it 
owes $6 billion in interest this 
year. 

The country currently owes 


$2.5 billion in back interest pay- 
men ts to commercial banks, 
Machinea told foe newspaper. 
The level of foreign reserves in 
the South American country’s 
central bank is rarely disclosed 
officially. Private bankers esti¬ 
mate foe level at about $2 billion. 

“The debt is absolutely unpay¬ 
able, both the interest and foe 
capital," Machinea said in an 
interview conducted while he was 
in Sao Paolo, Brazil, to partici¬ 
pate in a seminar called, “Fore¬ 
ign Debt and the Development of 
Latin America." 

Argentina's policy under Presi¬ 
dent Raul Alfomsn has been to 
pay one-half of foe interest it 
owes from .the country’s balance 
of trade surplus, and borrow 
more money to pay foe rest. 
Interest payments owed this year 
amount to almost twice the pro¬ 
jected $3.5 billion trade surplus. 

At the time of Alfonan's elec¬ 
tion in October 1983, foe country 


owed about $43 billion. Most of close to having its status declared 
foe approximately $16 billion as “value impaired” by foe credit 
debt tairpn on since then has gone risk committee of the U.S. Fedcr- 
to pay interest rather than into al Reserve Board. That dassifica- 
investment designed to generate tion would have made it even 
capital. more difficult for foe country to 


The government late last year , arrange new loans. 


received a $1.2 billion loan from 
the World Bank, but failed to 
persuade commercial banks to 
provide $3 billion in new loans, or 
the International Monetary Fund 
to proride $1.25 billion. 

Part, of foe World Bank funds 
have been held up because the 
country failed to meet economic- 
austerity targets such as reducing 
its budget deficit and reforming 
banking regulations to reduce de¬ 
ficits at foe central bank. 

Alfonsin has complained pub¬ 
licly and bitterly as interest rates 
have soared. He indicated in a 
recent speech that the central 
bank would not dear up its back 


Creditor banks privately have 
accepted the government's posi¬ 
tion that it cannot make debt 
payments until after the election, 
and won't penalise Argentina, 
Machinea said in the newspaper 
interview. 

The issue has come up in the 
campaigns for president, but 
neither foe ruling Radical Gvic 
Union nor foe opposition Peron- 
ist Party has made it a central 
theme. 

Both would like a grace period 
of several years during which 
neither interest nor principal 
would be paid. Both have de- 


interest payments until creditor ^clared they would not unilaterally 
banks provided fresh loans. implement a moratorium on such 
Last week, Argentina came payments. 


Study finds low savings rate 
biggest U.S. economic problem 


WASHINGTON (AP) — An rise in household wealth that ex- 
alarming decline in the national ceeded the increase in national 
savings rate is the biggest econo- wealth, foe maturing of the 
mic problem faring foe United population to ages above 16, 
States and the chief cause of its . when spending is higher, and the 
huge trade deficits, according a spending of equity that was con- 


Iranian parliament approves $140b budget 


private report. 

The report, by the private 
American Business Conference, 
said that while the government's 
huge budget deficits have contri¬ 
buted to the problem, the decline 
primarily has been caused by high 
consumption by individuals. 

“This overconsumption is fi¬ 
nanced through large-scale sales 
of U.S. assets to foreigners at 
unfavourable terms, a process 
that postpones foe day of reckon¬ 
ing but that increasingly mort¬ 
gages foe U.S. economic future,” 
the repon said. 

It said the decline in national 
savings also heightens the risk of 
recession and ultimately leads to 
slower growth in the standard of' 
living. 

Overall, national savings — foe 
difference between the nation's 
output in goods and services and 
what is consumed by government, 
and individuals — fell from 7.9 
per cent in the 1970s to 2.1 per 
cent during 1985-87, the study 
found. 

Over the same period, indi¬ 
viduals’ consumption of goods 
and services rose from 69.3 per 
cent of national income to 74.1 
per cent. 

The increase in personal con¬ 
sumption was attributed largely 
to growth in disposable income, a 


verted to • cash . in corporate 
takeovers and buyouts. 

Federal Reserve Bank of Bos¬ 
ton Chairman George Hotso- 
poulos, lead author of the report, 
noted that even sophisticated 
managers will increase their 
spending after receiving a hefty 
bonus and then find themselves 
“in a cash-flow bind and have to 
borrow to make ends meet" if 
there is not a comparable bonus 
foe next year. 

The report said the tendency to 
spend what is on hand is high¬ 
lighted when people receive un¬ 
expected lumps of cash from their 
stock investments when they are 
paid premiums in the course of 
corporate buyouts. 

The report’s authors said ac¬ 
tion on three fronts is necessary 
to boost the national savings rate 
from a low point that is unpre¬ 
cedented for a period of econo¬ 
mic expansion, not only for the 
United States but for all indus¬ 
trialised countries: 

— Reducing foe federal deficit. 
Cutting government spending on 
goods and services is the most 
direct approach, although raising 
taxes and thus lowering private 
consumption would help to a 
lesser degree, foe report said. 

— Improved incentives for pri¬ 
vate saving. The report said a 
campaign “to promote savings 


and issuing ‘supersaver’ bonds to 
encourage households to save for 
foe long run could bolster foe 
falling private saving rate.” 

.— Eliminating incentives for 
corporate buyouts. The . report 


said the federal tax structure 
should be revised to eliminate 
incentives for corporate debt and 
thus reduce the trend toward 
higher cash payouts to sharehol¬ 
ders. ... ' ; 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, March 20, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deinscbemark 
Swiss franc 


Boy 

Sen 

French franc 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

84.7 

407.7 

85.5 

411.9 

538-0 

542.0 

Dutch guilder 

254.2 

256.5 

920.8 

929.3 

Swedish crown 

84.0 

84.8 

286.7 

289.5 

Italian lira (for 100) 

39.1 

39.4 

332-8 

336J. 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

137.0 

138.2 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Ste 
One U.S 


Sterling 
U.S. dol 


One ounce of gold 


1.7130/40 

1.1940/50 

1.8745/52 

2.1150/60 

1.6150/60 

39.24/27 

63450/500 

1375/1376 

131.75/85 

6.4000/50 

6.8070/120 

7.3070/120 

395.00/395.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Japan turns in best 
performance in 15 years 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO (R) — Japan turned in 
its best economic performance in 
15 years in 1988 as foe economy 
registered robust 5.7 per cent 
growth, the government has said. 

Strong domestic demand po¬ 
wered the economy ahead last 
year as consumers and companies 
went on a spending spree. Econo¬ 
mic Planning Agency officials 
told reporters. In 1987, the eco¬ 
nomy grew 4.5 per cent. 

”1988 was a good year,” said 
Takao Aka bane, the agency’s 
vice minister. “And it was 
achieved because of domestic- 
demand led growth," 

That is good news for Japan's 
trading partners, who have been 
pressing it to shift the engine of 
its economic growth away from 
exports toward domestic de¬ 
mand. 
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Despite the rapid growth last 
year, infialtion remained sub¬ 
dued. As measured by the gross 
national product (GNP) deflator, 
inflation was a mere 0.4 per cent. 
■ In 1987, prices fell 0.2 per cent. 

But foe economy's perform¬ 
ance in the final three months of 
1988 was not as stellar as-it was 
earlier in the year. 

The economy grew at an annual¬ 
ised clip of three per cent in the 
final quarter of 1988, after roar¬ 
ing ahead at a 9.5 per cent rate in 
the previous three months. 

The slowdown occurred as con¬ 
sumers dramatically cut back on 
their spending in the final 
quarter. 

Consumers may have been re¬ 
luctant to splash out a lot of 
money on goods and lavish par¬ 
ties while Emperor Hirohito was 
on his death bed, Japanese offi¬ 
cials said. Hirohito, 87, died Jan. 
7 after a lengthy illness. 

Despite foe slowdown in foe 
fourth quarter, Japanese officials 
said they remain optimistic about 
foe economic outlook. 

Consumption is likely to pick 
up in foe current quarter. Aka- 
bane said. 

He added that he expects the 
Japanese trade surplus to con¬ 
tinue to fall, despite a recent 
pick-up in exports. 


.SYDNEY —-Overseas buying helped the markets to stabilise after 
a morning plunge of almost 15 points. Fears of an interest rate rise 
in Japan diminished and the All Ordinaries Index closed 12.1 , 
points down at 1,484.2. 

TOKYO — The Nikkei Index plunged 366.21 points — foe 
biggest one-day drop this year — to dose at 31,654.80 after 
Friday's dive on Wall Street. 

HONG KONG — The. Hang Seng Index fell 90.21 points to 
3,046.73. Inflationary worries continued to cast a pall over 
sentiment, brokers said. “ 

SINGAPORE — The Straits Tunes Industrial Index lost 16.16 
points to 1,171.37 before a computer fault brought trading to a 
standstill. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell on a broad front in active trading 
affected by end-of-account considerations, brokers said. The 
market will remain dosed Wednesday for a Hindu festival. - 

FRANKFURT — German share prices receovered sfightly from 
their opening lows on the Frankfurt bourse but dosed sharply 
below Friday’s leavels. The Real-Time Dax Index closed 19.33 
lower at 1,303,36. 

ZURICH — Swiss share prices closed lower across foe board in 
moderate trading following Wall Street's sharp losses Friday. The 
All Share Swiss Index fell 17.4 to 1,494.*9. 

PARIS — French share prices ended easier after a day of thin 
trading within a harrow, price range but were above the lows 
plumbed at foe session’s start. The 50-share price indicator closed- 
down 0.79 pet being off 1.17 pet. 

LONDON—Equities stood near their lows in late trade with foe 
much as expected easier opening on Wall Street failing to have 
much impact on sentiment. By 1530 GMT, the ftse 100 was down 
18.1 at 2,055,0 

NEW YORK—Wall Street stocks remained steady at moderately 
lower levels as selling from Friday let up. However, traders said a 
continuing rise in T-bill rates discouraged buying. The Dow fell 15 
to 2,279. 
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NBA rookies more 
broken than made 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
National Basketball Association's 
rookie class of 1988-89 will be 
, remembered more for breaking 
down than breaking in. 

No. 1 pick Danny Manning 
averaged 16.7 points in 26 games 
for the Los Angeles Clippers be¬ 
fore suffering a serious knee in* 
jury. He is among four Olym¬ 
pians. all first-round draft 
choices, who have missed signifi¬ 
cant playing time with illness and 
injuries this year. 

Milwaukee's Jeff Grayer, Dan 
Majerle of Phoenix and Charles 
Smith of the Clippers also have 
been on the injury list for much of 
the season, while Charlotte's Rex 
Chapman and Sylvester Gray of 
Miami have spent significant time 
on the sidelines as well. 

But the long list of casualties 
has not left the NBA devoid of 
new talent, including some virtual 
unknowns before the season. 

The star of the group is yet 
another Olympian, Mitch Rich¬ 
mond, a key factor in the Golden 
State Warriors' quick turnaround 
from doormats to strong playoff 
contenders. 

With a 20.8 scoring average, 
Richmond could become the first 
rookie of the year to come from a 
winning team since Buck Wil¬ 
liams of the New Jersey Nets, 

- who were 44-38 when he won the 
award in 1982. 

In fact, only three of the IS 
players on the ail-Rookie teams 
the last three years came from 
winning teams. They were Der¬ 
rick McKey with Seattle last sea¬ 
son, Roy Tarpley of Dallas in 
1986-87 and Joe Du mars of De¬ 
troit in 1985-86. 

“We knew Mitch had star 
potential when we drafted him 
(fifth in the first round)''. War¬ 
riors coach Don Nelson said. 


“But we've been surprised that 
he’s been so good so early in his 
career. The best thing I can say 
about Mitch is that he knows be 
still has a lot to learn. He is the 
kind of player who will try to 
improve as Ins career continues.” 

“Richmond is an outstanding 
rookie," added former Portland 
coach Mike Schuler. “When 
(Nelson) says he’s tike Sidney 
Moncrief, no higher compliment 
can be paid.” 

While most of the rookies get¬ 
ting significant playing time logi¬ 
cally come from weak teams, a 
few first-year players are joining 
Richmond in doing well for win¬ 
ning clubs. 

Chief among these is Phi¬ 
ladelphia’s Hersey Hawkins, who 
has shored up the woefully weak 
shooting guard position for the 
76ers, averaging 15.4. 

Rod Strickland quickly estab¬ 
lished himself as Mark JacksoD's 
backup at point guard for the 
Atlantic division-leading New 
York Knicks. It’s a role that gives 
him limited playing time, but he 
has made the most of it, averag¬ 
ing 28 points and 11 assists per & 
minutes. 

“Rod has the quickest bands 
I've seen on the press in a long 
time,” Knicks coach Rick Pitino 
said. “He reminds me of Michael 
Jordan the way he plays the 
passing lanes.” 

Not surprisingly, rookies get 
plenty of chance to develop on 
expansion teams, especially the 
Miami Heat, which won four 
games in the first half of the 
season, then needed only 11 
games to win four more times. 

Of the five Miami players with 
the most minutes, three of them 
are rookies. Kevin Edwards, 
Rony Seikaly and Grant Long. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
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TOO OBVIOUS TO SEE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 432 
9 X 75 
0 K 10 
* A K J 6 2 
WEST EAST 

4 J 10 9 8 6 475 

9Q10 3 7 JIM 

0 64 3 0 A Q 5 

* 54 4 Q1097 

SOUTH 
4AKQ 
9 A 9 2 • 

0 J98 7 2 
4 8 3 

The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 4 
In an attempt to make his con¬ 
tract on today’s hand, declarer 
chose a not unreasonable line. He 
would have earned our sympathy 
for going down, were it not for the 
fact that he had a sure-trick line 
available. 

South had plenty in' reserve for 
his jump to two no trump, but it was 
not a bid we would have chosen! 
With so many prime cards, South 
should have first probed for a dia¬ 
mond fit because there could easily 


be in the hand. To make mat¬ 
ters worse. South’s play was even 
worse than his bidding. 

After a spade lead, declarer could 
count seven fast tricks. He saw that 
two more could be developed if the 
club finesse were to work or, if it 
failed. If the suit were to divide 
evenly. So he won the first trick in 
hand and unsuccessfully finessed 
the jack of cJubs. • . ■ _ _ 

East shifted to a low heart. De¬ 
clarer again won in hand and went 
after the dubs. But the suit broke 4- 
2—according to the odds—and an¬ 
other heart from East meant than 
declarer could take no more than 
eight tricks. 

Unfortunately for his side, de¬ 
clarer bad tried to develop his sec¬ 
ond-best asset. Had he paid more 
attention to his holding, he might 
have seen that there was no way that 
he could be prevented from scoring 
three diamond tricks! 

After winning the opening lead 
declarer should simply have led a 
diamond to the king. Even if East 
bolds up, declarer continues with a 
diamond. East can win and shift to 
a bean. But declarer wins in hand 
and forces out the queen of dia¬ 
monds. He still has a spade entry in 
hand to cash his diamond winners 
and make an overtrick. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“I prepared a special vegetarian 
meal tonight — com chips, onion 
dip and beer.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PARCH EXTOL /WHILE MINGLE 
Answer: What tune did the teakettle whistle?— 
"HOME ON THE RANGE" 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Jahangir beats Jansher to win Spanish 
Open 

MADRID (R) — World champion Jahangir Khan-of Pakistan 
crushed his compatriot and great rival Jansher Khan 15-10,15-12, 
15-7 to win toe Spanish Open squash tournament Sunday. 
Jahangir was on his best creative and attacking form and left 
Jansher little chance to play his characteristic game of retrieving 
everything and wearing his opponent down. A crucial point came 
I at 11-11 in the second game, when the referee awarded a point to 
Jahangir which apparently demoralised Jansher. Jahangir 
stormed through the last game in just 19 minutes. “Jahangir is 
enjoying a very good patch,” said Jansher. “My aim is to beat him 
in the British Open.” 

Bullets win 10th game at home 

NEW YORK (AP) — Bernard King scored 31 points Saturday as 
the Washington Bullets extended their home winning streak to 10 
games with a 123-114 victory over the Philadelphia 76ers. John 
Williams scored 22, Mark Alarie 17 and Steve Colter 16 for the 
BuTlets, who are battling Philadelphia and Boston for the final 
two playoff berths in the Eastern Conference. Philadelphia trailed 
62-57 at halftime, and couldn’t get any closer than three points in 
the second half. Charles Barkley and Hersey Hawkins scored 24 
points each for led Philadelphia, although Barkley was only 
7-of-20 from the field. Chuck Person scored 11 of his 30 points in 
the fourth period as the Indiana Pacers broke a four-game losing 
streak, beating the Chicago Bulls 114-103. Otis Thorpe scored 25 
points and Sleepy Floyd bad 17 points and 17 assists to lead the 
Houston Rockets to a 127-113 victory over the Portland Trail 
Blazers. 

Americans win 'survival’ ski races 

CRESTED BUTTE, Colorado (AP) — Kristin Krone and 
Tommy Moe, two of the United States' most promising young ski 
racers, captured super Giant Slalom titles Sunday in the weather- 
plagued U.S. Alpine ski championships. A snowstorm battered, 
Crested Butte throughout the day, limiting visibility and creating a 
condition called flat light, in which skiers have difficulty discern¬ 
ing undulations in the terrain. Krone, 20, won the women's race, 
which bad to be restarted after the first three racers flew off a 
jump and lost control. Gates were re-set in that troublesome area, 
and Krone flashed across in 1 minute, 39.03 seconds, 44- 
hundredths of a second ahead of Hilary Lindh. It was Krone’s first 
national title. In the men’s Super-G earlier in the day, Moe, 19, 
earned his second medal of the championships, beating Kyle 
Rasmussen by 69-hundredths of a second. 

Liverpool to meet Forest in action replay 

LONDON (R) — Liverpool and Nottingham Forest were drawn 
Monday to meet in an English F.A. Cup semifinal that will be an 
action replay of their clash at the same stage last year. A year ago 
two John Aldridge goals gave Liverpool a 2-1 win but they were 
then beaten by Wimbledon in the final. This time, with Forest 
unbeaten in 18 games and Liverpool having won five in a row, 
there are no easy predictions about the rematch. In the other 
se mifin al Everton will take on the winners of Wednesday’s 
quarter-final replay between Norwich and West Ham, who drew 
(M) Saturday. The draw is an extra incentive to West Ham, who 
beat Everton in the semifinals on their way to winning the cup in 
1980. 
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HOROSCOPE 

—Aa ChartedBy The Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
certain that you give as much aa 
you receive and show the proper 
gratitude far favors. Avoid taking 
others for granted. Evening boors 
are temperamental aa full moon 
energy builds. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 1® Emo¬ 
tions dominate the day. You may be 
the victim of Bomeone's moodiness. 
Domestic adjustments turn out 
satisfactorily. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Flirtation may be just the begin¬ 
ning of something wonderfuL Yon 
must initiate aa wefl as respond to 
keep the bell rolling. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If 
yon exaggerate a story too far you 
may get caught. Don't confuse your 
creative ability when composing a 
great story with reality. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Take a chance while Cupid 
is on your side. When your heart 
beats faster, you withdraw from the 
love arena shutting yourself off. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Someone 
has information that he is 
withholding. Financial news is not 
up to expectations, but is better 
th an a month ago. 

VIRGO (Aug^ZZ to Sept. 22) Your 
present situation is draining you 


emotionally and financially. Back 
up a bit and reappraise time end 
resources. Balance the budget. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Start¬ 
ing over, and over, and over, can be 
as boring as sticking it out. You 
learn the lesson if you stay put and 
study the matter. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) 
Lode into a legal matter that can be 
brought to a successful conclusion. 
Speculation, chances or risk-taking 
should be avoided. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A frugal outlook now will save 
enough for a vacation. Someone's 
own jealousy may be the cause of 
their cautions and warnings. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Your curiosity regarding different 
financial nutters is on target. 
Check, analyze and get expert opin¬ 
ions. Luck ia on your aide. 

AQUARIUS (Jam 21 to Feb. 19) 
Unexpected good news arrives. 
Your roaming eyes could settle on 
a new romantic friend. Try a new 
and interesting format. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Seating on the war drums will not 
solve the matter to your satisfac¬ 
tion. Yon could be putting too much 
effort into trying to force peace. 




THE Daily Crossword by Donald Groat 


1 Gama IMi 
5 Composed 
9 Recfpa word 

13 Economist 
Smith 

14 Double curves 

15 Lacerated 

17 Geme of 
chance 

18 Lucifer 

19 Kind of hone 

20 Ingenuous 

23 Young ysar 

24 — Beta Kappa 

25 Son of Jacob 
27 Famed 


32 Parking (or 
one 

33 Hoof titter 

34 Negative 

35 — for one’s 


38 Commence 

37 WW U town 

38 Make public 


IBUil MU 


MBH MH 


40 — throat 

41 - Day 

43 Goddess of 
agriculture 

44 Wooden pin 

45 Surface 
48 Honest 

54 Barn’s land 

55 PBferi 

56 Grayish 

appearance 

67 Aborigine of 
Japan 

58 - Park, Colo. 

59 Square 
column 

68 Speck 

61 Upset 

62 Swarm 

DOWN 

1 Caspian port 

2 Former Br. 
colony 

5 Without 

a Make even 
G Pamper 

6 Another time 

7 Permits 


pan Trauma Madia SwteM. he. 

am nghti Raaaiwf „ . . , __, _ . . 

Yesterday s Puzzle Solved: 

8 Important part 


9 Narrow 

passage 

10 Whistle 

11 Dies — 

12 Sunder 
15 Fragment 

21 Equal 

22 Sonny's ex 
28 High abode 
28 — bnd Drang 

27 We 
Dance?" 

28 Reddish 
harteb eeat 

29 — nous 

30 Parts 

31 Desist 

32 TWe of 

address 

33 Gr. meeting 
place 

36 Catch eels 

37 Boater 

39 H AMt was 
1 — saw 
EHm* 
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nnnon nnn 
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nnn3 nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn 
rcnnonnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nrcnmnnrannn 
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40 Hanupex 49 “Bonanza” 

42 Not char Cartwright 

43 La —, Wise. 50 Dorothy's dog 

45 Behind 51 Fbst-nrte 

46 Thailand 52 Classify 

47 Musical group S3 Sraafl 

48 Cany on amount 


Graf loses first set of the year 

Mecir wins from 

INDIAN WELLS (R) — Miioslav Mecir came back 
from two sets down to beat a hard-serving Yannick 
Noah 3-6,2-6,6-1,6-2,6-3 Sunday in the final of the 
$702,500 Indian Wells Grand Pirix tennis tourna¬ 
ment. 


2 sets down 


The 12th-seeded Noah, who 
pounded in 22 aces against his 
seventh-seeded opponent, dou¬ 
ble-faulted at match point to end 
the contest after nearly three 
hours. 

Mecir collected $135,000 for 
his victory, while Noah received 
half that amount as runner-up. 

“I thought he already had me 
but I just didn't want to give it 
up,” said Mecir. “1 was mixing it 
up a little too much but then I 
realised it was better if I was 
attacking more.” 

Noah, a four-tune finalist here 
and champion in 1982, began 
dynamically with his serve-and- 
volley game in high gear. 

Riding his sizzling serve, Noah 
raced through the opening two 
sets and easily dominated a 
sieepy-Iooking Mecir. 

But the Czechoslovak turned 
the momentum around in the first 
game of the third set as he began 
to come to the net more often. 
He saved three break points 


against him and went on to break 
the Frenchman twice with passing 
shots to clinch the set 6-1. 

A brilliant lob gave Mecir a 
break for 2-1 in the fourth set and 
he broke Noah again for 4-1 on a 
passing shot as be evened that 
best-of-five match at two sets 
apiece. 

The Frenchman seemed to re¬ 
gain his drive in the fifth set, but 
his surge was halted when Mecir 
made another service break in the 
fifth game with a blazing back¬ 
hand crosscourt return. 

Mecir held easily to reach 5-3 
and then broke Noah for the 
match when the Frenchman 
served up the double fault. 

Medris change of tactics, from 
groundstrokes to serve-and-vol¬ 
ley, did not surprise Noah. 

“When I was up two sets I was 
expecting him to do something 
different,” Noah said. “He 
started to play totally different 
tennis. What makes his game 
special is that he can do a lot of 


different things. He can adjust his 
game.” 

Noah said that lack of con¬ 
ditioning let him down. 

“When I’m tired Fm not as 
quick,” said Noah, who rested his 
sore knees and took his two 
children to Disneyland rather 
than practice before the tourna¬ 
ment. 

“I was a little slow and tired 
and my game requires more ener¬ 
gy than his because his technique 
is better." 

Graf beats Evert 

BOCA RATON (R) — Steffi 
Graf won her fourth straight 
tournament and extended her 
1989 unbeaten streak to 22 
matches with a hard-fought win 
over Chris Evert in the final of 
the Florida tennis championship. 
Sunday. 

GTaf, after losing her first set of 
the year, bounced back to beat 
Evert 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 and claim the 
560,000 first prize. 

Evert settled for $24,000 and 
missed an opportunity to reclaim 
her world number three ranking 
from Argentine Gabriela Sabati- 
ni, who moved up two weeks ago. 
A win would bave moved Evert 
past Sabatini, a third-round loser 


here. 

Graf, whose 1989 title include 
the Australian Open, was 
bothered by Evert's strategy a. ; 
die American veteran took pace 
off her shots and hit the ball down 
the middle of the court. 

Evert won the first set by con¬ 
verting her second break point o: 
the set in the seventh game wfie- 
Graf, who double-faulted twice i. 
that game, netted a forehand off 
a sizzling backhand from Evert. 

The West German broke quick¬ 
ly in the second game of the 
second set to lead 2-0 as Ever: 
began to make more unforce.: 
errors. She broke again in thv 
eighth game when Evert netted 
two backhands after double - 
faulting. 

The two traded service bre:L *> 
at love in the opening game.- • 
the third set and worked t’v.i 
way to the eighth game on sc: - 
when Evert let a 40-15 lead *•> 1 
away and Graf won the final - 

points of the match. 

Graf now-leads Evert 7-r. r 
career meetings. 

“I’m satisfied to win the n;.v 
2 didn't feel as good as the i=. 
days. 1 didn't have the fee?-a.: 
usually do, but I don': kr. i 
why," Graf said. 


Grand Prix: ’89 heralds post-turbo era 


LONDON (R) — One feature is 
likely to remain unchanged when 
a new era of Formula One motor 
racing dawns in Brazil next Sun¬ 
day — the dominance of world 
champion Ayrton Senna and his 
McLaren team-mate Alain Prost. 

After winning a recqrd 15 of 
last year’s 16 Grands Prix, the 
Honda-powered McLaren team 
set the pace again in winter and 
pre-season testing. 

Their V10 normally-aspirated 
3.5 litre engine .-produced to con¬ 
form to new regulations banning 
turbos, has already completed 
more than 3,000 kms in prepara¬ 
tion for what promises to be a 
hectic and exating world cham¬ 
pionship. 

For though McLaren, who 
have designed a new car for 1989, 
appear to have retained a decisive 
advantage with their ‘dream 1 
team’ of Brazilian Senna, French¬ 
man Prost and the Japanese Hon¬ 
da engines, the banishment of the. 
turbos should ensure closer 
raring. 

The change in regulations 
means every car will run with an 
atmospheric engine — the vast 
majority of them derived from 
Ford’s long-serving Cosworth 
unit — and concentrate on per¬ 
formance instead of fuel capacity 
and boost restrictions. 

Cars will no longer be able to 
stay in command of a race 
through efficient use of ftiel and 
well-timed applications of turbo¬ 
boost. There will be more onus 
on the drivers. 

The return to normally-aspi¬ 
rated racing has led also to Pirel¬ 
li’s return as a Formula One tyre- 
supplier and the revival of a 
‘rubber’ war with Goodyear, the 
American company having en¬ 
joyed a monopoly for the last two 
years, and stimulated much driv¬ 
er and team activity. 

Several leading drivers, includ¬ 
ing Briton Nigel Mansell, Thierry 
Boutsen of Belgium and Italy's 


Michele Alboreto bave switched 
allegiance and a record 39 cars 
have been entered for the 1989 
championship by 20 teams. 

This unprecedented crowding 
in the paddock will be partly 
eased by the rein trod uction of a 
Friday morning pre-qualifying 
session when 13 cars will fight it 
out for the right to participate in 
official qualifying. 

Only four will succeed in join¬ 
ing the 26 entrants guaranteed a 
qualifying place and the unlucky 
nine will be left with expensive 
bills to pay after a hasty depar¬ 
ture. 

Repeated failure to qualify is 
certain to test the patience of 
sponsors seeking at least a mod¬ 
icum of exposure during the se¬ 
rious business at each Grand Prix 
and many may be forced to with¬ 


draw by the halfway mark in the 
season. 

The calendar shows only one 
change. The United States Grand 
Prix will be run on the streets of 
Phoenix, Arizona, and not in 
Detroit. Phoenix has a five-year 
contract. 

But with so many changes on 
and off the circuits, consistency, 
reliability and efficient teamwork 
will be important factors, particu¬ 
larly early in the season. 

McLaren, with a chassis made 
from a new carbon-fibre material, 
are expected to set the standards 
as Prost attempts to regain ascen¬ 
dancy over Senna by winning his 
third world title this year. 
McLaren have exclusive use of 
Honda's engines after sharing 
them with Lotus last year. 

Ferrari, controlled by Fiat 


under sports director Cv 
Fiorio following the deji!: 
year of founder Enzo Ferr. n. 
have been working feverish 1 ; 
perfect a car. equipped -i:'r ■ 
semi-automatic eie<. ;< - 
gearbox. 

Reports from testing hav- >. 
gested the Ferrari's new \'\Z ■ 
gine has been disappointing 
Mansell and his Austrian lean, 
mate Gerhard Berger have hud 
problems with the gear system 
controlled by fingerplates behind 
the steering wheel. 

There will be one new team - 
the British Ford-powered Onw 
who won the European Formuh. 
3000 championship in 19S7—and 
nine new drivers, including 
Japan's 1988 Formula 3*.0U cha»r,- 
pion Aguri Suzuki with Zaks- 
peed. 


Ngugi wants 10,000m record 


STAVANGER, Norway (R) — 
Kenya’s John Ngugi plans to use 
his record fourth world cross¬ 
country title as a springboard to 
track success this season. 

Ngugi is hoping a successful 
assault on the 10.000 metres 
world record this year—possibly 
at July’s Bislett games in Oslo — 
will transform him from the cross¬ 
country cousin of athletics to 
track and field superstar. 

The 27-year-old Nairobi soldier 
remains a less-than-familiar track 
name despite, his Olympic 5,000 
metres triumph in Seoul last 
September. But plans are under¬ 
way to change all that. 

His coach, Mike Kosgei, had 
said the seemingly invincible 
Ngugi was ready to quit cross¬ 
country to concentrate on de¬ 
veloping his track career. 

And after Ngugi had picked his 
way through the strength-sapping 
mud of Stavanger gold course 
Kosgei was adamant. 

“After seeing his performance 
today, I believe John is ready to 


break the 10,000 metres world 
record this summer,” he said. 

There can be little doubt tbe 
Kenyan is ready tp dismantle the 
10,000 metres matic of 27 minutes 
13.81 seconds Portugal’s Fernan¬ 
do Mamede set in 1984. 

For Ngugi showed Sunday he is 
more than just a man capable of 
running fast over long distances 
through exhausting conditions. 

For the first two kms of the 12 
kras race, Ngugi languished well 
off the pace — at one stage by as 
much as 100 metres — as his 
fellow-Kenyan Andrew Masai 
strung out the field. 

Slipping and sliding on a course 
reduced by heavy rain and three 
previous races to little more than 
a manicured bog, Ngugi coasted 
home a remarkable 28 seconds 
clear of second-placed Briton 
Tim Hutchings in 39 minutes 42 
seconds. 

It was the biggest winning mar¬ 
gin in the history of the world 
championship. 

NgiigFs usual loping style was 


punctuated by frequent hops and 
skips as the Kenyan picked out 
the firmer ground underfoot. 

Hutchings said: “You had to 
look out fay.fvefy step on the 
course. If not,’you’d step further 
backwards than forwards." 

Ngugi is likely to seek a fifth 
triumph in Aix-Les-Bains, 
France, next year. 

Annette Sergent of France 
could also earn herself a place in 
histoiy next year by becoming 
only the second woman to win 
more than two titles. 

Sergent is sure to take foil 
advantage of home turf to chalk 
up her third win after recapturing 
the crown Sunday following her 
previous triumph in Warsaw in 
1987. 

Sergent, who also finished 
third in 1986 and 198S, struck 
before halfway to leave 
Nadezhoa Stepanova of the 
Soviet Union with the silver d:ui 
Canadian Lynn Williams with the 
bronze. 


Peanuts 


my pap saip his first 


OWNER U5EP TO EAT TOAST 


FOR BREAKFAST EVERY RAY 



UEb BITE OFF A FEU) CHUNKS. 
ANPTHEN GIVE MY PAP A 
LITTLE BIT OF WHAT WAS LEFT 


MY PAP 5AIP IT WAS 
ALWAYS Hf5 PREAMTO 
50MEPAY HAVE HIS OWN 
WHOLE SLICE OF TOAST.. 


& 


v: i 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 


HOW ARC YOU FEEUNG, 

* TREVOR, AFTER THAT ■< 
LATE TACKLE OFANOVS 
—, THIS AFTERNOON P t— 


TERRIBLE, FLO. 
v CQViE |N 

7 anO I'll 

1 TELL YOU 



YOU ASKED FOR' 
IT,FLO-I«LL 
> seevou —✓ 
( IN THE PUB 1 




HE’S ONE OF THEM ) ' 
PEOPLE WrO (SEVER 
KNOW WHAT ‘'GOM - . 
« THEY'SS :r- u -ir; J ' 

X—. VD1JAW - 1 
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ARENA claims 
outright victory 

in Salvador poll 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — A right-wing millionaire 
claimed outright victory Monday in El Salvador’s 
presidential elections, overshadowed by fierce 
clashes between rebels and security forces and the 
deaths of three journalists. 

"The tendency of the vote able. Guillermo Ungo, presiden- 
shows that we will win with more tial candidate of the Democratic 
than 50 per cent/' Alfredo Cris- Convergence, which is allied to 






Greece opposition stages 
mass anti-Papandreou rally 


"The tendency of the vote 
shows that we will win with more 
than 50 per cent/' Alfredo Cris- 
tiani, presidential candidate of 
the Nationalist Republican 
Alliance (ARENA) told reporter 
Sunday night as his supporters 
danced, chanted and dapped. 

The military said 29 guerrillas, 
six soldiers and three civilians 
died in Sunday's election day 
fighting around the country, and 
42 people were wounded. The 
capital was quiet early Monday. 

Leftist guerrillas of the Fara- 
bundo Marti National Liberation 
Front, who called for a boycott of 
the polls but said they would not 
attack voters, said they killed or 
wounded 150 government sol¬ 
diers. 

Much of the country was with¬ 
out electricity due to bomb blasts 
and guerrilla sabotage. Turnout 
Sunday was reduced by a trans¬ 
port strike imposed by the guer¬ 
rillas. who said the voting was a 
pretext for allowing the war to 
continue. 

Cristiani said unofficial ARE¬ 
NA counts of 75 per cent of the 
votes cast showed he had 54 per 
cent. A candidate needs an abso¬ 
lute majority to avoid a run-off 
among Sunday's top two 
finishers. 

"It makes me happy that the 
people should trust our party to 
let it govern for the next five 
years/' Cristiani told a news con¬ 
ference. 

Scattered official results 
showed Cristiani. ahead of his 
main rival, Fidel Chavez Mena of 
the ruling Christian Democratic 
Party (PDC). 

PDC estimates were not avail- 

Roh shelves 
referendum 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo, resist¬ 
ing government hawks, Monday 
called off a referendum which 
many feared would provoke a 
constitutional crisis. 

Roh said on national television 
he was indefinitely postponing 
the •'interim assessment" he 
promised during the 1987 election 
campaign. 

He said he feared radicals 
would try to exploit a vote to fan 
unrest. Right-wing members of 
the ruling camp had previously 
raised the so-called leftist threat 
to try to push the president into 
risking a national confidence 
vote. 

Perhaps surprisingly in view of 
this country's turbulent politics, 
the three opposition parties all 
issued statements approving the 
president's move. 

Analysts said all three, while 
fearing a loss of their present 
majority position in the national 
assembly, were also genuinely 
concerned at the possibility of 
political tensions which could put 
at risk recent democratic reforms 
after years of army-backed 
strongman rule. 

The extra-parliamentary 
opposition, however, remained 
combative. The main dissident 
coalition said Roll's decision "in¬ 
sulted our people' 1 while radical 
students battled riot police in 
demonstrations in Seoul and the 
southeastern city of Kwangju. 

Though the mainstream parties 
had already begun gearing up for 
the plebiscite, expected on or 
about April 12, the president 
Monday called a halt. 

"Not a few have maintained 
that the authority of the president 
and the administration would be 
strengthened by winning a vote of 


the guerrillas, said iris counts 
showed he won between six and 
13 per cent of the vote, according 
to districts. 

ARENA, which has been link¬ 
ed to death squads, has promised 
tough measures to end a nine- 
year war in which 70,000 people 
have died. The popularity of out¬ 
going President Jose Napoleon 
Duarte, who has cancer, has fal¬ 
len due to his party's inability to 
end the war or stamp out corrup¬ 
tion. 

Cristiani said he would be will¬ 
ing to negotiate with guerrillas 
and would seek to raise living 
standards for El Salvador's 5.5 
million population. The economy 
is currently propped up by more 
than a million dollars a day in 
U.S. aid. 

The opposition portrays Cris¬ 
tiani, 41, as a puppet manipulated 
bv extreme right-wingers in 
ARENA. 

Three journalists and a televi¬ 
sion soundman were killed during 
the elections. Defence Minister 
Carlos Eugenio Vides Casanova 
said he was ordering an investiga¬ 
tion. 

Dutch Television cameraman 
Cornel Lagrouw was shot dead in 
eastern El Salvador Sunday. 

Reporters working with him 
said he was shot by the army 
during clashes with guerrillas. 

The journalists said an army 
helicopter followed and fired at 
their clearly-marked press car 
when they tried to take Lagroun 
to hospital. 



Roh Tae-Woo 

confidence through a national re¬ 
ferendum. even though this 
would entail some commotion," 
Roh said on television. 

"However, I have come to the 
conclusion that such concern and 
anxiety must not be inflicted on 
the people, regardless of the out¬ 
come. *’ 

"It is my belief as president 
that, under no circumstance, 
should 1 do anything that would 
bring about divisiveness and con¬ 
fusion." 

Last week a leading hawk in 
the cabinet. Government Admi¬ 
nistration Minister Kim Yong- 
Kap, resigned in an apparent bid 
to put pressure on Roh. 

He said the president should 
use the referendum opportunity 
to crack down on radical students 
and dissidents and what he called 
"the menace of leftism.” 

His voice was countered by the 
country's most influential opposi¬ 
tion leader Kim Dae-Jung, the. 
veteran democracy campaigner 
who now heads the Party for 
Peace and Democracy (PPD). 
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WARINESS AND OBSTINACY — FMLN guerrillas (top) and a 
soldier on guard duty sharing similar qualities 



McFarlane mixes up 
script in contra trial 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
judge, the prosecutors, defence 
lawyers and even he courtroom 
artists at Oliver North’s Iran- 
contra trial have had a hard time 
figuring out star witness Robert 
McFarlane. 

In five days on the stand as a 
leading prosecution witness this 
past week, McFarlane, North’s 
former boss on the National 
Security Council (NSC), contra¬ 
dicted himself so often that pro¬ 
secutors decided he was helping 
the defence case more than theirs 
and tried to make him out to be a 
liar. 

The defence, which might be 
expected to fear revelations from 
North's former superior, got a 
boost when McFarlane volun¬ 
teered that he and not North was 
to blame for some key aspects of 
the Iran-contra scandal. 

North, a key NSC aide when 
Ronald Reagan was president, is 
accused of 12 criminal charges 
related to secret sales of U.S. 
arms to Iran and the diversion of 
profits to Nicaragua’s contra re¬ 
bels. 

A keystone of his defence is 
that he was carrying out the 
orders of superiors, including 
Reagan. The prosecution had ex¬ 
pected McFarlane to undercut 
that argument. 

Frustrated judge 

Judge Gerhard Gesell became 
so frustrated by McFarlane's 
meandering answers that he often 
broke in to question the witness 
himself. 

Part of the problem is the way 
McFarlane talks. 

Asked by the judge if he had 
sent a particular White House 
memorandum under discussion, 
the witness replied: "I don’t be- 


Spanish Basques 
march for peace 


Irantxu Mugeta, 20, a Basque university student appeared at a news 
conference in Bilbao, Spain, after-site was attacked Monday by two 
men and a woman who beat her and carved the letters GAL Into her 
face. GAL stands for Anti-terrorist Liberation Group, an organisation 
which daimed to have killed 23 Basques living in France to avenge 
attacks by the Basque separatist group ETA 


BILBAO (R) — Tens of 
thousands of Spanish Basques 
marched through Bilbao in a si¬ 
lent peace plea to separatist guer¬ 
rillas who have killed more than 
600 people in a fight for inde¬ 
pendence. 

Police said more than 200,000 
people took part in the march 
Saturday to persuade the separat¬ 
ist group ETA (Basque Homeland 
and Freedom) to extend inde¬ 
finitely a two-month truce in its 
21-year campaign. 

“Asking for peace in the Bas¬ 
que country is telling ETA not to 
cum deaf ears any more to the 
clamour of society ... to heed the 
verdict of the overwhelming 
majority/* Jose Antonio Ardan- 
za, president of the Basque re¬ 
gional government, told the 
crowd. 

Ardanza, speaking as white 
doves were released, said ETA 
should lay down arms definitive¬ 


ly. “We don't want winners or 
losers, we want only peace.” 

Supporters of ETA, who plan a 
rival rally on Easter day when the 
truce expires, did not respond 
immediately to the Bilbao march, 
which was described by. residents 
as the largest seen in this north¬ 
western region of 2.2 million 
people. 

Politicians said the march may 
have coincided with a final round 
of secret talks in Algiers between 
ETA and Spanish government j 
envoys before the guerrillas take 
a decision on the ceasefire. 

Xabier Arzallus, head of the 
ruling Basque Nationalist Party, 
told reporters the problem was 
how to allow the guerrillas a 
dignified way out. 

ETA has said an extension of 
the truce depends on the Madrid 
government agreeing to discuss 
political demands. 


ATHENS (AP) — More than 
200,000 opposition New Demo¬ 
cracy Party followers Sunday 
staged a rally in central Athens to 
protest the government’s alleged 
involvement in a financial 
scandal. 

Addressing the rally, party 
leader Constantine Mitsotakis 
called for the Socialist govern¬ 
ment to resign for humiliating 
Greece’s international image ana 
undermining democratic institu¬ 
tions. 

“I accuse the premier of de¬ 
ceiving the Greek people with 
illusory visions and abusing their 
trust in him... by instituting a 
corrupt state/’ Mitsotakis said. 

Premier Andreas Papandreou's 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK) has come under heavy 
criticism for its handling of the 
Bank of Crete scandal in which 
the government has been accused 
of taking multi-million dollar 
payoffs. 

Last Wednesday the left-wing 
parties also staged rallies in 32 
cities and towns nationwide to 
protest the scandals and demand 
immediate elections. 

In a festival-like atmosphere 
the crowd at Constitution Square 
in central. Athens often inter¬ 
rupted their leader, shouting anti- 


government slogans such as 
"Down with the PASOK thieves’' 
and "People demand the truth.” 

Mitsotakis charged the premier 
was sinking the country in public, 
debt and leafing it "to a tragic 
dead-end.” 

He daimed victory was certain 
for his party in the June 19 
elections because “this govern¬ 
ment of scandals, decay and cor¬ 
ruption is an unWied corpse in 
the people's conscience,” 

Mitsotakis also attacked the 
draft electoral law, announced by 
the government last week, saying 
it would hinder his party from 
forming a self-sufficient govern¬ 
ment. 

The new law, which provides 
for a sort of simple proportional 
representation system, will help 
small parties gain more seats in 
parliament as opposed to the 
current law which favours larger 
parties. 

The Conservative leader 
charged that Papandreou has 
been terrorising the judicial sys¬ 
tem and the press in order to 
conceal the scandal instead of 
being sensitive enough to resign. 

In the five months since the 
Bank of Crete scandal surfaced, 
eight cabinet members, including 
Papandreou's right-hand man, 


Agamemnon Koutsogiorgas, 
have resigned or been fired. 

A government.reshuffle Fri¬ 
day, the 16th since the Socialists 
gained power in 1981. was. 
apparently aimed at restoring 
public confidence in the scandal- 
plagued government' 

' Mitsotakis called the reshuffle 
“a- belated carnival” attempted 
by Papandreou to divert attention 
from the scandal. 

Allegations of government 
complicity in the affair gained 
force two weeks ago following the 
publication of an interview with 
the former Bank of Crete chair¬ 
man, George Koskotas, in the. 
U.S. magazine Time. 

Koskotas, who fled the country 
in November, is now being held 
in a U.S. jail awaiting a hearing 
on a Greek request for his ex¬ 
tradition. 

In the article Koskotas was 
quoted as saying that Papandreou 
and senior Socialist cadres had 
been behind the . $300-nullkm 
swindle.- 

Papandreou, who said he 
would sue Tune for defamation, 
has repeatedly denounced the 
scandal as an elaborate Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA)-back- 
ed plot to overthrow him and his 
government. 


Japan’s ruling party fights 
to regain popular support 


lieve that's what's being asked. 
And that’s my question. Did I 
send it? I don’t remember. I 
accept that I may have. The 
memo indicates that l did. I 
simply don’t remember. But 
dearly I got the memo, I be¬ 
lieve." 

Asked about his own earlier 
guilty plea to four counts of lying 
to Congress. McFarlane said: "I 
felt quite passionately about the 
fact that l had not wilfully lied to 
people. It is quite dear that I 
withheld information.” 

McFarlane is alone among the 
Iran-contra defendants in ex¬ 
pressing at least some contrition 
for his role in the scandal. He was 
recently sentenced at his own trial 
to two years probation, S20.000 
in fines and 200 hours of com¬ 
munity service as part of a deal 
that set him up to help North's 
prosecutors. 

He attempted suidde in Febru¬ 
ary 1987 and said later that he felt 
he had let then-presideut Reagan 
down. 

Gesell, 78, has wryly asked that 
the trial be completed in his 
lifetime, and he sometimes 
seemed to regard McFarlane’s 
droning testimony as a threat to 
that goal. 

“He has given equivocal and 
confusing testimony which makes 
full disclosure desirable, so that 
his credibility may be fully tested 
under cross-examination,” the 
judge said, in ruling that some 
formerly classified identities 
could be divulged in questioning 
McFarlane. 

“His testimony, among other 
things, has presented a clear issue 
as to whether he or whether his 
subordinate North was officially 
and knowingly responsible for 
specific activities attributed to 
North in the indictment." 


TOKYO (AP) — The ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
pledged to reform Japanese poli¬ 
tics and recapture popular sup¬ 
port Monday, one day after two 
key regional elections indicated 
voter displeasure with the party 
that has led Japan for most of the 
postwar period. 

Meanwhile, opposition party 
leaders charged the government 
of Prime Minister Noboru 
Takes hi ta has lost its mandate to 
rule and stepped up demands for 
an early general election. 

On Sunday. Liberal Democra¬ 
tic incumbent Takeshi Numata 
narrowly defeated a communist 
candidate in a gubernatorial elec¬ 
tion in Chiba, Tokyo’s eastern 
neighbour, while a socialist won a 
sweeping victory in the race for 
governor of Miyadi perfecture, 
300 kilometres to the northeast. 

"From now on our party will 
promote political reform and 
strive to revive the confidence of 
the people in government,” Shin- 
taro Abe, the Liberal Democrats’ 
secretary general, said io a state¬ 
ment after the elections. 

He said the narrow victory in 


Chiba was a sign that local resi¬ 
dents were prepared to support a 
ruling party-backed candidate de¬ 
spite growing public distrust in 
the government because of a 
stock scandal. 

In the final tally of the Chiba 
prefectural election, incumbent 
Governor Takeshi Numata, 66,- 
garnered 971,687 votes, whOe 
Shoji Ishii, backed by the Japan 
Communist Party, came in a close 
second with 786,238 votes. In 
1985, the prefecture, traditionally 
a conservative stronghold, 
elected Numata with 781,000 
votes against 271,000 for his 
opponent, also a communist. 

The liberal Democrats, de¬ 
spite their name, are conserva¬ 
tive. 

In the Mxyagj race, socialist 
Shun taro Honma, 19, got 502,372 
votes, compared with 140,979 for 
Seiki Suzuki, a conservative inde¬ 
pendent, and 125,016 for 
Yoshiaki. Shoji. backed by the 
Communist Party. 

Honma was favoured to win 
the governorship after the with¬ 
drawal of Liberal Democrat 
Kazuo Aidri, who admitted he 


received more than seven million 
yen ($60,000) from Recruit Com¬ 
pany, the information conglomer¬ 
ate at die centre of the growing 
scandal. 

Recruit officials reportedly 
offered hundreds of thousands of 
bargain-priced, unlisted shares of 
a real-estate subsidiary to more 
than 150 influential people, in¬ 
cluding top politicians and 
businessmen. After the shares 
were offered for public trading in 
October 1986, the recipients were 
able to roap hefty profits. 

Three cabinet ministers have 
resigned because of (inks to the 
scandaL Takeshita has acknow¬ 
ledged that an aide also purch¬ 
ased shares, bur has denied any 
direct involvement of his own. 

Following Sunday's elections, 
the Japan Socialist Party, the 
largest opposition group, called 
for the dissolution of parliament 
and an early election to test pub¬ 
lic support for Takeshita's gov¬ 
ernment. Takeshita’s popularity 
has plunged to an all-time low 
because of the scandal and an 
unpopular three per cent sales tax 
due to take effect April 1. 


Swedish bugging scandal pits 
government against secret police 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish 
secret policemen believed senior 
figures in the ruling Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party were in contact with 
terrorists, according to new re¬ 
velations iii the country’s bugging 
scandal. 

Furthermore, a series of often 
contradictory statements over the 
weekend has painted a picture of 
a secret police force in consider¬ 
able disarray, with allegations 
that officeis took initiatives with¬ 
out authority. 

The government last Friday 
said it bad uncovered a plot by 
officers of the SAPO security 
police to eavesdrop on Deputy 
Foreign Minister Pierre Scbori as 
part of the bunt for the murderer 
of Prime Minister Olof Palme. 

The officers were interested in 
Scbori because of his contacts 
with a French professor of Kur¬ 
dish studies, whom they believed 
may have been connected with 
the 1986 assassination of Palme, 
according to Swedish press re¬ 
ports. 


Palme was shot by a lone gun¬ 
man while walking home from a 
cinema. Police at the time were 
convinced that he was the victim 
of a political plot and focused 
their inquiries on a left-wing 
Kurdish organisation. 

But the Kurdish theory later 
disintegrated and police are 
currently holding a 41-year-old 
Swede as the suspected 
murderer. 

The decision to bug Scbori 
appeared to .have been taken 
without either the bead of the 
secret police or the politicians 
responsible for overseeing its ac¬ 
tions being consulted. 

"There was no conceivable in¬ 
terest from the security police as 
an organisation to plan surveill¬ 
ance of Pierre Schorl," said 
SAPO chief S.une Sandstrom, 
who called the deputy minister to 
apologise for the action of bis 
men. 

Scbori was only partially molli¬ 
fied by the apology. 

“The security police have to be 


able to do their job, but the fact 
that an irregular group within the 
service gathers information about 
citizens is scandalous." he said. 

A series of revelations on bug¬ 
ging has shaken Sweden in the 
past two weeks. Numerous senior 
politicians, including Foreign 
Minister Sten Andersson, have 
said they suspected they were the 
subject of illegal eavesdropping. 

Sandstrom said the decision to 
open a file on Schorl was taken by 
an individual officer who did not 
dear it with him or log it in the 
SAPO diary. 

The officer who opened the file 
said Sandstrom was lying. Walter 
Kego, who has since been moved 
to the regular police force, said 
he had informed both Sandstrom 
and the then justice minister in 
January 193$ of the suspicions 
against Schori. 

Scbori was one of Palme’s 
closest aides and is considered a 
key figure in Swedish foreign 
policy relating to the Third 
World. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Karachi leaders call for calm 

KARACHI (R) — Ethnic leaders in Karachi 
appealed Monday for an end to communal riots 
in Pakistan’s biggest dty which have killed at 
Jeast 29 people in 10 days. In separate appeals, 
leaders of Pashtuns from the north-west, Pun¬ 
jabis from central Pakistan and Mobajir immig¬ 
rants urged their communities to shun violence 
and restore calm. '‘Every Pakistani wants 
peace/’ Ghulam Mustafa Khar, a former Punjab 
governor, told reporters when he aimed in 
Karachi for talks with ethnic leaders. Pash tun 
leader Ghulam Sarwar Awan and Altaf Hussain, 
represening the Mobajir migrants who came to 
Pakistan from other parts of former British India 
after partition in 1847, also spoke out for an end 
to the bloodshed. 

S. Africans take refuge 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Four South African 
detainees have taken refuge in the West German 
embassy in Pretoria, anti-apartbeid activist 
sources said Monday. A spokesman at the 
embassy refused all comment. The sources said 
the four, ail held without trial under Sooth 
Africa’s state of emergency regulations, had 
escaped from a hospital in Pretoria and gone to 
the embassy. The sources said the four had taken 
part in a recent mass hunger strike by political 
detainees demanding to be charged or released. 
No details were immediately available. 


Ministers meet on Namibia 

HARARE (R) — Foreign ministers from the six 
frontline states of southern Africa met here 
Monday to decide if they should send representa¬ 
tives to Namibia to monitor U.N.-supervised 
elections. "One issue we will have to look at is 
whether we should have a presence in Namibia 
during the election," Zambian Foreign Minister 
Luke Mwananshiku said. Last year South Africa, 
Angola and Cuba signed regional peace accords 
which included independence for Namibia and 
the withdrawal of 50,000 Cuban troops from 
Angola. The South African government is due to 
band over the territory to the United Nations 
April 1 

17 Sri Lankans killed 

COLOMBO (AP) — Gunmen shot and then 
hacked to death at least 17 Sinhalese , men in 
north-central Sri Lanka, residents said Monday. 
The residents, insisting on anonymity, said most 
of the victims were killed Sunday by the unidenti¬ 
fied assailants at TTrappane village. Elsewhere, 
Indian troops shot and Killed 12 Tamil rebels in 
two separate dashes, Sinhalese rebels were, 
blamed for seven other deaths, military officials 
said. The motive behind the Tirappane killings 
-was not immediately .-known, but residents said 
the murders may have links'with the death of 
three policemen killed by Sinhalese radicals, in a 
nearby village earlier Sunday. 
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'Being fat can be fun’ 

LONDON (R) — Fat women 
with a combined weight of ewer 
11,000 kilogrammes - gathered 
Saturday for Britain’s first confer¬ 
ence for the overweight , and de¬ 
clared: "Being fat can be fun." 
"Fat women are the butt of all the 
j jokes. We arc a group of fat 
women aiming to challenge fat 
oppression,” said Ruth Tedcfern 
i of the London Women's Fat 
| Group. The 150 women attending 
the closed day-long conference 
were urged to throw away their 
diet sheets, lock up their scales 
and . enjoy themselves. "I have 
been fat and dieting since 1 was 11 
and, after 20 years, I have de¬ 
cided to enjoy myself,” said Ted- 
dem. who weighs in at 90 kilog¬ 
rammes. 

That scandalous 
Italian skirt 

ROME (ANSA) — In 1575 Pope 
Gregory XH1 decreed a jubilee 
that was to bring a'great number 
of pilgrims to Rome. The women 
from Nettuoo went to Rome like 
the good Christians they had be¬ 
come. But their arrival created an 
unexpected scandal. Their 
blouses were open on the chest, 
their bosoms, barely covered by a 
layer of very thin laces that from 
the neck came down to the nip¬ 
ples. That was not enough and on 
those blouses the Nettuno women 
wore a red skirt that came down 
to their knees. Exposing their 
legs encased in beautifully made 
boots. On the waist, they wore a 
gold and silver belt, with gold and 
silver bells hanging from it. so 
that a constant music accompa¬ 
nied every step. On their hair the 
women wore turbans of different 
colours, each colour having a 
precise meaning — red meant 
that the woman was married, 
green that she wasn't, purple that 
she was a widow. The Pope was 
shocked, by this apparel, those 
costumes were “dangerous to 
modesty" he said and ordered the 
women from Nettuno to lengthen 
their skirts and cover their 
bosoms. 

$4 million heist 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Seven armed robbers escaped 
with diamonds worth 10 million 
rand ($4 million) after a daring 
daylight raid on a Johannesburg 
gem cutting centre Sunday, police 
said. The robbers’burst into the 
cutting centre near downtown. 
Johannesburg in the afternoon, 
ordered 14 diamond cutters to lie 
on the floor and forced the mana¬ 
ger at gunpoint to open the 
vaults. Police said the robbers 
emptied the vaults and locked the 
diamond cutters inside a work¬ 
shop before escaping in a car. 


Windy day ends 
washer’s career 

HOUSTON (AP) — A windy 
first day on the job may have 
brought a quick end to the career 
of a high-rise window washer, 
who froze with fear and clung to a 
pillar on the sixth floor before 
being rescued. Ray Trevino had 
lowered himself from the roof of 
the 22-story Marriott hotel at 
Texas Medical centre Monday, 
but lost his confidence when gusts ’ 

. blew him around in his chair. "It 
just got too windy," Trevino said. 
“It's really scary being way up 
there when it's windy, and you're 
just hanging onto a rope." Trevi¬ 
no held onto the edge of the-, 
building for about 45 minutest 
before he was rescued by firefigh¬ 
ter Randy Fisher, who reached^, 
him by using a 30.5-metre ladder.ll] 
“l said, ‘Ray. I’m as scared as you 
are now. so let’s just take thidj 
thing slow, one step at a time’/H 
Fisher said. "He didn't say a 
whole lot of anything/* Trevinoh 
said he did not know rf he would* I 
resume his window-washing 
career. • a 
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major world 
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